
 
 
“Our Father Which Art In Heaven Hallowed Be Thy Name” 

(Matt. 6:9) 
 

 
 

When Moses asked God what he should tell the children of Israel regarding His name, 
God replied, "And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM [or, I Am Because I Am]: 
and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto 
you." (Exodus 3:14). As pointed out by Clyde Woods, "Moses realized that the 
Israelites, influenced by centuries of contact with Egyptian idolatry (compare Joshua  
24:14), would ask the name of the deity who had appeared to Moses, as though this deity, 
like those of Egypt, were limited in scope and power.   It was believed the name of a 
deity expressed his name and power." (Living Way Commentary, Clyde   M. Woods, 
p. 132) 

The phrase, "I AM THAT I AM" expresses the eternal self-existence of God! As 
stated by Woods, "idols were limited in scope and power" but God has always been. 
What John wrote of Christ is also a reflection of the Father, "I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord. . ."(Rev. 1:8). Without question, the name 
of Almighty God, the "I AM THAT I AM" is to be greatly revered. The psalmist 
declared: "Holy and reverend is his name" (Psa.111:9). The only time "reverend" is 
used in the Bible is with reference to God. It is of great significance that one never reads 
of any apostle or preacher being referred to as "reverend" in scripture! 

In discussing "Thou Shalt Not Take The Name Of The Lord Thy God In 
Vain" (Exodus 20:7), Goebel Music gave the following references: 

(1)"A   spotlight concentrating on God's own selection of names allows the richness 
of those names to be meaningful. To see those names, as precious jewels in a 
showcase, is to deepen one's appreciation of deity, and should serve to make one 
a better person." (Hugo McCord, Getting Acquainted With God, 
P-7). 

(2) "Reverence for God is the basis of the Ten Commandments. Jesus indicated that 
He considered it the elemental quality in man's approach to God,..."(Henry H. 
Hailey, Bible Handbook, p. 123). 

(3) "Instead of uttering God's name in vain, we should re-echo Psalms 111:9: 'Holy 
and reverend (fearsome) is his name." (Wilbur Fields, Exploring Exodus, p.428). 

(4) "The name of God stands for Himself and for that which He has revealed of      
Himself, not for our thoughts about Him... His name stands for Himself, and it is 
to Him that our reverence is due." (Jospeh S. Exell, The Biblical Illustrator, 
p.354). 

(The Book Of Exodus, Goebel Music, "Thou Shalt Not Take The Name Of The 
Lord Thy God In Vain", Exodus 20:7”, Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship 
1978, pp.82-82, 92). 
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It is truly shocking how flippantly many (including some Christians) use the 
acronym "OMG." Those who use this phrase are not calling on God in prayer. Rather it 
is used as a means of emphasis or exclamation. In so doing, they are misusing the name 
of God and are in violation of Exodus 20:7, "Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah 
thy God in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain." 
When this is pointed out, many will say, "I don't mean anything," or "Let's not become 
a fanatic" which is an attempt to justify and not repent! 

It has also become an every day occurrence to hear members of the church, and their 
children, use by-words. "A by-word is the substitution of a word or phrase less offensive 
or objectionable, the use of which amounts to profanity." (Guy N. Woods, Questions 
& Answers, Vol.1, p. 181). Words such as: "gee whiz," "gosh," "gad," "egad," 
"golly," "Jeez", amount to taking God's name in vain. Many will hide behind the 
excuse, "I didn't mean anything." Well, what did you mean by using these euphemisms? 
In days gone by when children used "dang" or "darn" it meant a trip to the bathroom to 
meet "Mr. Soap," which was very unpleasant! 

Beloved, God's holy name must never be used in an irreverent and blasphemous 
manner! A well known congregation in Memphis, TN has a class (unless recently 
changed) called "JC's Kids." When the preacher was sent material on 'by-words' by 
Guy N. Woods, his response was he did not think "JC's Kids" fell in that category. If 
such a designation is not degrading, and insulting our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
then I suppose similar designations can be used in reference to God, the Holy Spirit and 
all sacred matters! If not why not?!!! Jesus said, "For by thy words thou shalt be 
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" (Matt.12:37). 

"O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!" (Psa.8:9). 
"O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together" (Psa.34:3). 
"Holy and reverend is his name" (Psa.111:9). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


