
 
 

WILL YOU ACCEPT THE LORD'S INVITATION?  
 

 
 

In Luke 14:15-24 the Lord relates the parable of the great supper. First we see the 
invitation: "A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: and sent his servant at 
supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready" (vs. 
16-17). 

Next, we read of the immediate response from those who were invited: 
"And they all with one consent began to make excuse" (vs. 18). 

Look at the flimsily excuses given: 
"I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray 
thee have me excused." (vs. 18). 

"I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have 
me excused" (vs. 19). 

"I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come" (vs.20). 

Their response clearly demonstrated an attitude of indifference. They did not give 
a justifiable explanation which would support their being unable to attend the 
supper. On the contrary, the Bible says all of them "began to make excuse." Perhaps, 
the best definition of an excuse was given by a little boy in Bible class. When asked 
what is an excuse, the little fellow said, "It's a lie dressed up in Sunday clothing!" 
Webster couldn't have said it better. 

Their refusal to attend the great supper angered the master of the house to which he 
told his servant: "Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the maimed; and the halt, and the blind" (vs.21). 

The servant did as his master directed and reported: "it is done as thou has 
commanded, and yet there is room" (vs.22). The lord then directed his servant to "Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be 
filled" (vs.23). 
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Carefully notice what the master of the house said regarding those that were first 
invited. 

"For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste 
of my supper" (vs.24). 

Brother H. Leo Boles very succinctly sets forth the meaning of this parable: 
"It is obvious and undeniable that not a man of all those first invited should 

partake of this supper; the master of the house had fully determined that somebody 
should enjoy it, but not one of those who had spurned his invitation should have access 
to it. Jesus had offered the blessings of the gospel to the Jews; they had refused his 
invitation; they had offered various excuses, and had rejected him. The Gentiles and 
others more worthy of the blessings of God should receive the blessings first extended 
to the Jews." 
(Commentary on Luke by H. Leo Boles, pp.289-290). 

As one studies this great parable, he cannot help but think of the Lord's invitation: 
"And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let 
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will let him take the water of life freely" 
(Rev.22:17). I pray that we will not be as the Jews and show contempt and great 
indifference to the precious invitation of the Lord. Only those who accept the 
invitation, that is obey the gospel, and live faithfully, will be with the Lord in the 
everlasting kingdom. 

The list of excuses given by those who have not obeyed the gospel as well as 
members of the church that need to be restored for various reasons are endless. As 
there was never a justifiable reason for the Jews rejecting Jesus as the Messiah, so 
there is never a justifiable reason for people refusing to obeying the gospel or for 
erring Christians to be restored! 

"While it is said, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the 
provocation" (Heb.3:15). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


