
 
 

THE GREATEST MEMORIAL 
 

 
Memorial Day is an annual federal holiday that is observed the last Monday in May. 

On this day, the United States remembers the men and women who died while serving 
their country. This day was previously known as Decoration Day which originated after 
the Civil War to commemorate Union and Confederate soldiers who died in the war. On 
this day the flag of the United States is raised briskly to the top of the staff and then 
solemnly lowered to the half-staff position, where it remains only until noon. 
It has become quite common to see men and women selling poppies at businesses.    
What do these little red poppies stand for?  Mrs. Moina Michael's poem gives the 
precise meaning: "We cherish too, the Poppy red that grows on fields where valor led. It 
seems to signal to the skies that blood of heroes never dies." 

We certainly are appreciative of those who have shed their life's blood so that we 
might enjoy the freedom that we do in this country. And it is certainly befitting that 
Congress has set aside the special day we all observe as Memorial Day. 

There have been thousands of memorials erected through the centuries e.g. War 
memorials, memorials to leaders, religious memorials, and horrific events such as 9/11. 
As one studies the Bible he is introduced to many memorials that God erected such as 
The Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai, the Sermon on the Mount at Mount Herman, 
the Rainbow and the Passover. While all of these memorials remind us of various 
world evens and biblical accounts, the greatest memorial of all is the Lord's Supper! No 
memorial has or ever will surpass the greatness of the Lord's Supper! 

The Lord's Supper was instituted by our Lord (Mat.26:26-29; Mk.14:22-25). The 
selection of the "unleavened bread," and "the fruit of the vine" was not by accident. 
Our Lord chose that which can and must be observed by every Christian on the first day 
of the week. The diligent student will take note that the Lord's Supper is called: 

•   "the Lord's Supper" (I Cor. 11:20). 
•   "the breaking of bread" (Ac.2:42). 
•   "the table of the Lord" (I Cor. 10:21). 
•   "the communion of the body and the blood of the Lord" (I Cor. 10:16). 
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Furthermore, as one studies I Corinthians 11:23-30 as well as I Corinthians 10:16 
he learns at least seven facts: 

1. That the bread and the fruit of the vine represents the body and blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (I Cor. 11:23-25). 

2.  This is a service of thanksgiving (I Cor. 11:24). 
3.  It is a memorial service (I Cor.1:24-25). 
4. The Lord's Supper is a public proclamation of the death of Jesus Christ (I Cor. 

11:26). 
5. As Christians partake of the Lord's Supper they should examine themselves (I 

Cor.11:28). 
6. As Christians partake of the Lord's Supper they look forward in anticipation of 

Christ's return (I Cor.11:26). 
7.  One's mind must always stay centered on the fact this is a communion service (I 

Cor. 10:16). While the Lord's Supper is not the most important part of the worship 
service, everything certainly centers around the suffering, death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.   Someone has correctly observed that as one partakes of the 
Lord's Supper they should look: 

> Upward in gratitude. 
> Backward in remembering. 
> Outward telling the world that Jesus died for our sins. 
> Forward in anticipation of His coming.  
 > Inward “ self-inspection" so as to properly discern the Lord's Supper. No wonder 

the early Christians looked forward to each and every Lord's Day to worship God 
'in spirit and in truth" (Jn.4:24)! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


