
 
ONE WORD - THE DIFFERENCE IN LIFE & DEATH 

 
 
 

Several years ago brother Carl B. Garner wrote an interesting article concerning the 
French gathering various varieties of wild mushrooms. To make certain they select 
only edible varieties, they rely on the Petit Larousse Dictionary. In the 1991 edition 
is a color illustration showing fifteen varieties of mushrooms including Amanita 
Phalloides which is referred to as the deadliest mushroom in France. Instead of putting 
a red dot next to the picture, a black dot was placed indicating that it was harmless and 
edible. Needless to say, when the mistake was pointed out, a nation-wide recall of the 
dictionary was quickly announced. 

Just think, only one word made all the difference between life and death. Pause and 
consider how that one word can make the difference in happiness or sorrow. One word 
can destroy or strain a friendship. One word can make the difference in success or 
failure. 

From a biblical perspective, one word corrupted God's message to Adam and Eve. 
God had clearly commanded Adam and Eve, "Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 
freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die" (Gen.2:16-17). Satan was 
well aware of God's instructions to Adam and Eve, "Now the serpent was more subtle 
than any beast of the field which Jehovah had made. And he said unto the woman, 
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of any tree of the garden" (Gen.3: l). Eve then 
correctly quoted God's commandment (Gen.3:3). The tempter then injected one word 
that completely changed the meaning of God's warning. The word is "not." "Ye 
shall not surely die" (Gen.3:4). As a result of one word, God's truth was corrupted 
and sin entered the world (Rom.5:12). 

One word can make the difference in one's soul salvation. Take the subject of 
faith. That salvation is offered on the condition of faith or belief is without question. 
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God" (Eph.2:8). However, this passage nor any passage in the New Testament 
dealing with faith states that one is saved by "faith alone!" The inspired James forever 
puts to flight the false doctrine of salvation by "faith only" or "faith alone" when he 
wrote: 

"Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only." 
(Jas.2:24). 
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The faith that saves is never alone, but always expresses itself in obedience! Jesus 
said faith + baptism equals salvation: 

"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned" (Mk.l6:16). 

On the day of Pentecost about 3,000 souls expressed their faith by following the 
inspired instructions of Peter and the apostles: 
"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to 
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.. .Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls" (Acts 2:37-38, 41). There is no question that the 3,000 souls on the day of 
Pentecost obeyed the gospel. They were not told to recite the "Sinner's Prayer" (which 
cannot be found in the Bible) or that "faith alone" would save them!   It is truly heart 
breaking to see untold numbers sincerely believing they have obeyed the gospel by 
accepting the false doctrine of salvation by "faith alone." Because of one word  
["only"]  God's message of salvation has been perverted and all who accept that 
perverted message will loose their immortal soul in hell!  To alter God's inspired word 
places one under the curse of Almighty God (Gal. 1:6-9; Rev.22:18-19).   One must 
not be misled into believing that God will by His mercy and grace accept such ones 
into heaven.    The inspired Paul informs us of the future abode of those who obey not 
the gospel. 

"In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power" 

(2Thess.l:8-9). 
Whether one hears the word "enter" or "depart" at the day of judgment will depend 

on whether one has accepted or rejected the gospel! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


