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Mr. Mayor, City Council: 

The Founding Fathers and Framers of the constitution wanted to create a society in 
which the Christian religion was allowed to be manifested in public - whether in 
government, public schools or local communities. The Historical Evidence in support 
of this is overwhelming! 

One of the fundamental attributes of the United States of America is "Liberty" - 
"Freedom!" Among the many things the First Amendment to the Constitution gives 
citizens is the Freedom of speech or press, freedom of religion and the right to bear 
arms. May these rights never be taken away! 

Yes, we have Freedom of Speech as do Atheist. However, they do not have the right 
to take away our freedom of speech! 

Opening each session with prayer is rooted and grounded by the Founding Fathers 
and Framers of the Constitution. When the City Counsel comes together and opens with 
prayer does not promote one religion over another. They are invoking the blessings and 
wisdom of God which they have a right to do. 

Public prayer does not in any way violate the Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment! 

What we the citizens of Rowlett don't want is for you outsiders to come here telling 
us what to do! You do not have anything at stake in this city. The City of Rowlett is run 
efficiently and effectively by Mayor Gottel and the City Council. 

Mr. Mayor, City Council, please do not give in to Atheist or others who would take 
away our freedom to publically pray. Furthermore, please do not compromise your 
convictions by installing "a moment of silence" instead of vocally praying! If you do 
any of these things to appease the Atheists or anyone else you are contributing to the 
down fall of our nation! 

As for prayer, far too many do not understand what qualifies a person to pray and 
what is involved in an effectual fervent prayer! 

 
Ivie Powell 

 

 



As for Atheists, why were they not called upon for comfort yesterday at the Boston 
Marathon when three were murdered and 176 injured by the cowardly, terrorist bombing 
attack? Because they have absolutely nothing to offer for any and all that suffer! 

Atheism's bitter fruit is: no God, no life after death, no moral compass, sexual 
perversion and no ultimate meaning to life! 

What difference does it make to Atheists whether people pray privately or publically, 
after all, to them God does not exist. One thing they need to consider is that they cannot 
get away from God! He is constantly on their mind! Why? Because as Augustine who 
lived in the fourth and fifth centuries A.D. stated, "man from his own feelings and from 
his observations has a direct intuition of the existence of God. There is something about 
the way we human beings are made that causes us to know that both we and the universe 
about us are products of God!" 

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Gen.1:1). 

"God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar" (Rom.3:4). 

Ivie Powell, Preacher 
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