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When Pope Benedict retired from the papacy, millions watched as he flew away by 
helicopter to the Vatican's vacation retreat. As reported, the papal conclave, which is a 
meeting of the College of Cardinals, entered the Sistine Chapel and the process of 
selecting the next pope began. The only way the public knew what was taking place in 
this very secretive meeting was the periodic puffs of smoke that followed each round of 
voting. Black smoke indicates no pope and White smoke meant they had made their 
selection. On Wednesday, March 13th, white smoke came pouring out of the chimney, 
and a chorus of cheers accompanied with bells ringing as Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio was 
introduced as the new Pope for the 1.2 billion Catholics around the world. In honor of 
St. Francis of Assisi, Cardinal Bergoglio chose his papal name Pope Francis. 

As millions cheered the new leader of the Catholic Church, Pope Francis, I could not 
help but think of billions being led to their eternal destruction! Make no mistake about 
it; Catholicism exists because of ignorance of God's word. While the Catholic Church 
claims to believe the Bible is "the Inspired Word of God," they greatly discourage the 
reading of any translation that would call into question any of the Catholic Church's 
teaching. In commenting on this very point, the late W.L. Totty wrote: 

"The history of the Catholic Church reveals it has discouraged its subjects' reading 
the Bible, saying they don't have the ability to interpret it and must depend upon the 
Catholic hierarchy to tell them what it means. A reader wrote to The Criterion and 
asked what version of the Bible he should read. Msgr. Conway answered by saying that 
there is no law that the querist should read any. Ignorance of the Bible has long been the 
foundation of the catholic religion. But a general knowledge of the Bible will wreck the 
Catholic structure. . ."(The Informer, Vol. 24, No. 11, Dec. 20, 1970). 

It is certainly the case that the scriptures are inspired of God (2 Tim.3:16-17) and are 
to be studied (2 Tim.2:15). Jesus said, "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free" (Jno.8:32). Since God's word is truth, "Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth" (Jno.17:17), the Catholic Church should welcome an 
investigation of their teachings in light of the inspired word of God! 
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In an outstanding article entitled Is The Catholic Church The True Church of Christ?, 
brother Ben Vick wrote: 

Alexander Campbell debated John B. Purcell, a "Bishop" of the Roman Catholic 
Church, in Cincinnati, Ohio, January 13-21, 1837. Among the many noted arguments 
that Campbell made, one was the following: "A pope, or universal patriarch, is the first 
essential element of the Roman Catholic sect. But there was no such personage in 
existence for 600 years after Christ; therefore, there was no church of Rome, in the 
sense of the creed, during the first six centuries." His argument was and stands 
unanswerable. The Catholics get their authority from the Pope, not the New Testament. 

The Pope and all other adherents of Roman Catholicism need to show how their 
teachings and practices line up with the Bible. Since the Pope claims the Roman 
Catholic Church is the true Church of Christ, let him or his followers find these items in 
the New Testament. 

1.  Holy Water 
2.  Penance 
3.  Latin Mass 
4.  Extreme Unction 
5.  Purgatory 
6.  Kissing the Pope's toe 
7.  Pope's authority over civil authorities 
8. Transubstantiation 
9.  Celibacy 
10. Indulgences 
11. Auricular Confession 
12. Sprinkling 

(The Informer, Vol. 60, No. 38, July 15, 2007).  
Without question, the Catholic Church exists because of a failure to diligently study 

the Bible. Not only is this true of the Catholic Church, but denominationalism as well. 
As one looks upon the many inroads of liberalism within the Lord's church we see an 
abandonment of Biblical authority. The old plea of "Let's Speak Where the Bible 
Speaks" has been all but if not totally removed from the mind of the Lord's people. When 
Hilkiah, the high priest, "found the book of the law in the house of the Lord" (2 Kings 
22:8), by inference it had been lost. By the same token, this is exactly how liberalism 
has made its many inroads into the Lord's church. 

Yes, a proper study of the Scriptures is the greatest enemy to the Catholic Church and 
all false doctrines! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


