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In I Timothy 4:1 Paul wrote, "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils." Departures from the faith come about through men who have "an evil heart of 
unbelief, in departing from the living God" (Heb.3:12). Paul further says of these evil 
workers, "Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron" 
(I Tim.4:2). Coffman in commenting on this said: 
". . . It begins by rejecting what is known to be true, but in its progression it leaves the 
"deluded" totally without moral or spiritual guidelines. . ." (Commentary on I 
Timothy , p. 194). 

These verses well describe the Southern Hills Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas. 
The following information is taken directly from Southern Hill's web page. 

"Southern Hills is a church committed to the vision of being God's Community 
Front Porch: Inviting, Including and Involving peop le in the life of Jesus. As 
we've grown into this vision, God has repeatedly led us to follow Jesus outside the 
walls of our church building to serve and share life with people - many of whom are not 
connected to God or a church family." 

"In the past few months, God has led a group of Southern Hill members to make 
plans for something we're calling Bar Church. The mission of Bar Church is to take 
the gospel of Jesus to people who are unwilling, as a result of feelings of unworthiness 
or prior negative experiences with a church, to participate in a traditional church 
gathering within a traditional church setting. We believe its' something Jesus might do." 

Not only will these apostate brethren meet at the Bar Church for services they will 
also "include carefully secular music along with prayer, sharing the Lord's Supper, the 
collection of an offering, and the presentation of the Gospel. . ." 

In addition to this they "anticipate that many of those who attend Bar Church will 
have no background in acappella singing, we will use instruments for the purpose of 
making the singing of hymns less threatening and provided a musical sound path for all 
to follow." 

Since the Bar Church is meeting at an actual bar called Memories, "alcohol will be 
present and available beginning at noon on Sundays. With Bar Church's stated mission 
to meet people where they are, we anticipate that alcohol most likely will be consumed 
sometime during the meeting of Bar Church." 
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As for who can attend Bar Church, "Anyone is welcome." What about minors? 
"Are people under the age of 21 allowed to participate in Bar Church? Yes. The Bar 
Church planning team will have a process in place to carefully check ID on people as 
people are entering Bar Church. We will use a system similar to the large X's that bars 
place on the hands of underage patrons to insure they are not served alcohol. 
Additionally the bar owner will maintain his right to require ID of anyone ordering 
alcohol." 

Then, if that is not enough, under Community Outreach one can read of: "JESUS 
PARTIES. Several times each year Southern Hills hosts a dance for mentally 
challenged adults at Abilene's Adaptive Recreation Center." 

"O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord" (Jeremiah 22:29)! 
Isaiah's inspired words well describes these apostate, ungodly, worldly brethren, 

"Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light 
for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter" (lsa.5:20). "And be not 
conformed ('fashioned' ASV) to this world: be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind . . . (Rom.12:2). 

"Abstain from all appearance ('every form' ASV) of evil"(IThess.5:22). 
"Be not deceived: evil communications ('company' NKJ) corrupt good manners" (I 

Cor. 15:33). 
"And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 

them" (Eph.5:11). 
"Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world" (Tit.2:12). 
 ". . . Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity" (2 

Tim.2:19b). 
"Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is 

enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God" (Jas.4:4). 

"For to be carnally minded is death: but to be spiritually minded is life and peace" 
(Rom.8:6). 

As for the Bar Church, I am reminded of a poem entitled The Bar, which in part 
said, "A bar to heaven and a door to hell whoever named it named it well!"  


