
PAUL'S SPIRIT WAS STIRRED - IS YOURS? 
 

 
The city of Athens in Paul's day was noted as the cultural and intellectual center of 

the Greek world. It was replete with sacred edifices and statues dedicated to their gods. 
So numerous were the idols that "Petronius satirically said that it was easier to find a 
god than a man in Athens; and Zenophon called Athens one great altar to the gods" 
(H. Leo Boles, Commentary on the Acts, p. 276). 

It was in Athens that Paul was waiting for Silas and Timotheus (Acts 17:15-16). 
Take careful note of Paul's reaction to the idols, "Now while Paul waited for them at 
Athens, his spirit was stirred ("provoked" ASV) in him, when he saw the city wholly 
given to idolatry" (Acts 17:16). The word "provoked" in the ASV, according to W.E. 
Vine, p.228, "is used metaphorically, signifying to rouse to anger to provoke. . ." 
Because of this ungodliness, "disputed ("reasoned" ASV) he in the synagogue with 
the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met 
with him" (Acts 17:17). 

As in Thessalonica, so in Athens, Paul entered the synagogue and "reasoned with 
them out of the scriptures" (Acts 17:2). He then goes to the streets and there finds 
those who "met with him" (Acts 17:17). Because of his evangelistic efforts, the 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers who "spent their time in nothing else, but either to 
tell, or to hear some new thing" (Acts 17:21) brought him to Mars Hill to present this 
strange teaching (Acts 17:20). 

McGarvey points out since these men and those in Athens were totally ignorant of 
Scripture, God and Christ, Paul's observation of the city being "wholly given to 
idolatry" supplied him with the necessary introduction needed. McGarvey further 
states: "Indeed, he had just now reached that which was to be the chief theme of his 
discourse; and we can see that his plan of discourse was, first, to make these idolaters 
acquainted with the true God; second to call on them to repent toward God; and third, to 
present Christ as he through whom their repentance might be available in enabling them to 
obtain forgiveness of sins and everlasting life." (J.W. McGarvey, New Commentary 
on Acts of Apostles, pp. 122, 130). 

At this point Paul was not permitted to finish his sermon the reason being clearly 
stated by Luke, "Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some 
mocked; but others said, we will hear thee concerning this yet again. Thus Paul went out 
from them" (Acts 17:32-33). However, Paul's lessons did bring forth immediate fruit, 
"But certain men clave unto him, and believed: among whom also was Dionysius 
the Areopagite, and a woman named Damans, and others with them" (Acts 17:34). 
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As Athens was "wholly given to idolatry" (Acts 17:16), so the world today is 
wholly given to denominationalism! In the 1960s there were about 500 
denominations. As of last count, there are an estimated 43,000 denominations now in 
existence, and their numbers are growing. Godly people cannot help but be "stirred" or 
"provoked" when they see such departures from truth! 

Those in denominational bodies, like the Athenians, are lost in their sins though they 
are not aware of such! However, their ignorance of truth does not eliminate their 
lost condition (Acts 17:30-31)! The spiritual condition of the Ephesians prior to their 
conversion is exactly the condition of those in the denominational world, that being: 

1.  "Dead in trespasses and sins"( Eph. 2:1). 
2.  "Without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 

from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world" 
(Eph. 2:12). 

Years ago, the late H.A. Dixon said there were two reasons we are not reaching 
the lost: 1) We don't believe the lost are lost and 2) We don't believe God will hold 
us accountable for refusing to teach the lost. As one takes a look at what is not being 
preached in far too many churches of Christ today, the truth of brother Dixon's 
assessment rings loud and clear! 

There is a statement by the apostle Paul that has direct bearing on biblical 
preaching, ". . .so we preach, and so ye believed" (I Cor.15:11). Beloved, if men do 
not preach against the sinfulness of denominationalism, their audiences will be robbed 
of saving truth! As we see the masses of humanity headed toward eternal damnation 
how can our spirits not be stirred to so preach and teach, in love of course (Eph.4:15), 
so that men will see the truth regarding the New Testament church and the sinfulness of 
denominationalism! 

Our dear brother Paul Drum has captured the truth in a very concise statement, 
"Our purpose is to preach the truth so that people will be able to go to heaven, and not 
be happy on their way to hell!" That my friend is true love! "Preach the Word" (2 
Tim. 4:2)! 
 


