
“WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?” 
 

A few years ago a Baptist preacher made the following statement over his weekly 
radio program: "Believing is the only thing you can do without doing anything." This is 
indeed a feeble attempt to justify the false doctrine of salvation by faith alone! The very 
fact that one believes is a demonstration of doing something! In addition to this, one 
cannot believe without hearing the gospel since "faith cometh by hearing and hearing 
by the word of God" (Rom. 10: 17). When the Lord appeared to Saul of Tarsus on the 
road to Damascus, Saul ask two questions: 'Who art thou Lord?. . .[and] "Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?" (Acts 9:5-6). The answer to the first question was, "I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest" (Acts 9:5). As to the last question, the Lord gave the 
following instructions, "Arise and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do": (Acts 9:6). Take careful note of "must do." Saul had to do something to be 
saved. What was it?  While in Damascus, Ananias told Saul what he had to do, "And 
now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). 

On the day of Pentecost after being convinced and convicted that Christ was indeed 
the Messiah whom they had crucified they asked the apostles, "Men and brethren, 
what shall we do" (Acts 2:37)? They were told, "Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 

Advocates of salvation by faith alone often cite the Philippian jailer as one saved by 
"faith alone." However, a careful study of the scriptures proves that THE FAITH 
THAT SAVES IS THE FAITH THAT OBEYS! One is not saved at the very point 
of faith in Christ, but by a faith that demonstrates itself in repenting of sins, confessing 
Christ and being immersed "for the remission of sins." 

"What must I do to be saved?" is found three times in the book of Acts in slightly 
different wording: "What shall we do" (Acts 2:37)? "What must I do to be saved" (Acts 
16:30)? "What shall I do, Lord" (Acts 22: 1 0)? 

The ones on the day of Pentecost were told, "Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 

The Philippian jailer was instructed to "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved' (Acts 16:31). 

Ananias told Saul of Tarsus to "arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). 
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The reason all three were given different answer; to their question is because each was 
at a different stage in becoming a Christian. If one is taking a journey of 500 miles and 
along the way stops a different towns and ask how far to his destination he would 
receive different answers depending on where he was. One can see that in all three 
examples of conversion each was at a different stage in becoming a child of God. Those 
on the day of Pentecost who were convinced and convicted that Christ was the Messiah 
were told to "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins..."(Acts 2:38). 

Advocates of salvation by "faith alone," instead of stopping at Acts 16:30, need to 
read through verse 34. In so doing they will see the process of conversion: 1) Verse 31 
faith in Christ, 2) Verse 32 he needed further teaching, "And they spake unto him the 
word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house." 3) Verse 33 the jailer 
demonstrated his repentance 4) Verse 33 confession of Christ is implied, since it is 
necessary to salvation (Rom. 10:9-10) and 5) Verse 33 he and his household were 
baptized. 

In Mark 16:15-16, the Lord told the apostles to, "Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.   He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Now look carefully at Acts 16:31-
33: "Believe" (verse 31),"And they spake unto him the word of the  Lord"   (verse  
32);   "was  baptized" (verse   33).      Therefore,   the   conversion   of the Philippian 
jailer in Acts 16 is identical to Mark 16:16!  

Belief + Baptism = Salvation!  
Belief- Baptism = Damnation! 
One will also notice the ending of Acts 16:34, "he set meat before them and rejoiced, 

believing in God with all his house." Therefore, "believing in God" includes baptism! 
Have you obeyed the gospel? 


