
THE "ENLIGTHENED ONES" 
 

 
The word Gnostic means "knowledge."  Not only did Gnostics claim to have 

knowledge, they claimed to possess a superior knowledge.  Thus, they were the 
"enlightened ones."  Gnosticism consisted primarily of two groups, the Docetic 
Gnostics who denied the humanity of Christ, and the Cerinthian Gnostics who denied 
the deity of Christ.   One can quickly see that if these two fatal doctrines were left 
unattended, they would destroy one's faith in Christ and the word of God.  Thus, John 
emphasizes the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ.  Four passages that quickly come to 
mind are: "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and 
without him was not anything made that was made" (John 1:1 -3). 

"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth" (John 
1:14). 

John also made it abundantly clear that children of God could not have any 
association (fellowship) with the Gnostics or any false teacher. 

'Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ hath not God. 
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of 
his evil deeds" (2 John 9-11). 

Like the Gnostics, there are those in the world today claiming to possess superior 
knowledge. They view themselves as "the enlightened ones." Two infamous groups 
would be the New Age Movement, and Scientologists. Four religious groups that 
quickly come to mind are: the Latter Day Saints (Mormons), Jehovah's Witnesses, 
Oneness Pentecostals and the Muslims. 

In addition to these, there are those within the church of our Lord who evidently 
claim to possess superior knowledge. Knowledge, that has either been forgotten or 
hidden from the world until they came along. Among this group would be Max King 
who "enlightened" the brotherhood in the 1970s that  
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Jesus had already returned. When? According to Max, Jesus returned in A.D. 70 at 
the destruction of Jerusalem. 

About that same period of time, Dan Billingsley "enlightened" the brotherhood that 
the New Testament of Christ starts at the book of Acts. That Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John are a part of the old law. 

It was in the 1990s and early 2000 when many elders became "enlightened" that 
instrumental music in New Testament worship was "not a fellowship issue." Among that 
list would be the North Ridge Church of Christ in Mt. Pleasant, Texas, Richland Hills in 
Fort Worth, and Oak Hills in San Antonio. The latter two now use instruments of music 
in worship. 

In the mid 1980s to the early 1990s Thomas Olbricht and Bill Swetmon "enlightened" 
the brotherhood to the so-called "New Hermeneutic." A system advocating that a direct 
command, an approved Bible example and necessary inference are not biblical. 

In 2009 the majority of the elders at the Skillman Church of Christ in Dallas entered 
the circle of "the enlightened ones" by officially stating that women will be used in the 
public worship service, e.g. prayer, sing a solo, serve communion and read scripture. 
They also have women Deaconess. 

Another "enlightened" brother is Mac Deaver. In the 1990s Mac began re-defining 
terms ("super-literary," "direct help") to support his view that the Holy Spirit personally 
and directly helps the Christian. He has now re-defined "baptism of the Holy Spirit" to 
include all Christians. In the debate with Ben Vick, Mac affirmed, "The Scriptures teach 
that when a person becomes a Christian he is baptized in water and in the Holy Spirit." 
This by no means is an exhaustive list, but does point out some major issues that have 
and continues to divide the brotherhood. All of these brethren have one thing in common 
- instead of repenting, they continue to defend their positions. The so-called "enlightened 
ones" are self-deceived and walk as did the Gentiles in darkness (Eph.4:18). As painful 
as it is, we must mark and withdraw fellowship from them (Rom.16:17-18; 2 Jno.9-11). 
Remember, neither time, distance or friendship removes repentance! 


