
No Salvation In The Salvation Army! 
 

During this time of the year, the Salvation Army has someone stationed with their 
kettle at stores throughout the country. News casters encourage people to "be an angel" 
for a needed child. Coca-Cola recently sent one or more 18 wheelers in the Dallas area 
filled with gifts for the needy. Many, including brethren, are made to feel obligated to 
give something to the needy or else be considered cold, uncaring and calloused as 
Scrooge. Others will give because it is a "good work." Friends, it does not bother me 
one iota to pass up the kettle! The fact is, the Salvation Army is a denomination and not 
the church of our Lord! To contribute to this man-made religious organization is to aid 
and abet false doctrine (Eph.5:11; 2 John 9-11)! 

Regarding the Salvation Army, William Booth was a minister for the New 
Connection Methodist Church in England. He began working in the slums of London's 
East End. His objective was to combine social functions and preaching in meeting the 
"whole man." Because his followers were not accepted in the Methodist Church he 
organized under the name of the Christian Mission, and in 1878 he changed the name to 
the Salvation Army. 

With the changing of the name, Booth began setting up his organization on a 
military pattern. Mission stations became corps, members were designated as soldiers, 
evangelist became officers, and converts were seekers. Of course, it is not surprising 
that Booth became the "general" of the Salvation Army. He reasoned that it was "just 
as valid to build an army of crusaders to save souls as it has been to send armies to 
recover a sepulcher." (Handbook of Denominations, Frank S. Mead, Salvation 
Army, p.202). Observe the difference in what the Salvation Army teaches and what is 
recorded in the inspired word of God (2 Tim.3:16-17). 
Salvation Army: Accepts both Old and New Testament as their rule of faith.  
The Bible: The old law was nailed to the cross (Col.2:14). We live according to the 
New Covenant of Jesus Christ (Gal.3:19-25; Heb.9:12-17). 
Salvation Army: Repentance and faith are the conditions to salvation.  
The Bible: Faith in Christ (Jno.8:24), repentance (Lk.13:3), confession of Christ (Mat. 
10:32) and immersion "for the remission of sins" (Ac.2:38). 
Salvation Army: Believes in total depravity.  
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The Bible: Conversion is a process of teaching (Ac. 2,8,10, etc.).  Infants are sinless 
and not born totally depraved (Mat. 18:3; 19:14). 
Salvation Army: Baptism is not essential to salvation. 
The Bible: Baptism is "for the remission of sins" (Ac.2:38) and saves us (I Pet.3:21). 
Salvation Army: Uses instrumental music in worship. 
The Bible: The only kind of music authorized in New Testament worship is vocal 
music (Eph.5:19; Col.3:16). 
Salvation Army: Have women preachers as well as men preachers.  
The Bible: Women are forbidden to take dominion (preach or teach) over a man (I 
Cor.14:34; I Tim.2:11-12). 
 Salvation Army:   Do not observe the Lord's Supper. 
The Bible: The Lord instituted the Lord's Supper (Mat.26:26-29), and it is to be weekly 
observed by Christians (ICor. 11:23-30; Ac.20:7). 

There is no salvation in the Salvation Army! Salvation is only in Christ (Ac.4:12) 
and in His church (Acts 2:47)! 
 
 


