
DID THE SAMARITANS RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT? 

 
 

It is often alleged that both Cornelius as well as the Samaritans received the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. That Cornelius received the baptism of the Holy Spirit cannot be 
denied. In relating this account, Peter wrote: 

"And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, as on us at the 
beginning" (Acts 11:15). 

By "at the beginning,” Peter is having reference to the day of Pentecost when he, 
and the other apostles received "the promise of the Father” that being the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. “And being assembled together with them, commanded them that 
they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, 
which saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye 
shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence (Acts 1:4-5). 

 

   The reference of which Christ speaks is recorded in Luke 24:47-49. 

"And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things. 
And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. " 

The fulfillment of that particular promise to the apostles came to pass as 
recorded in Acts 2. Take special note, please, that the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
could only be administered by Jesus Christ and no one else. 

 
"I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me 

is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit, and with fire " (Matt. 3:11). 
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As for the Samaritans, Luke records: "But when they believed Philip preaching 

the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women" (Acts 8:12). 

*First note, they were baptized in water. 
*Next, they were baptized for the identical reason those on the day of  Pentecost  

were baptized, "for the remission of sins " (Acts 2:38). In so doing they put on 
Christ, "For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ" 
(Gal.3:27). 
 
      * Third, although Philip had the ability to work miracles, he, not being an 
apostle, could NOT impart miraculous power! So, Peter and John (apostles) were 
sent for (Acts 8:13-16). Upon their arrival, "They laid they their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit" (Acts 8:17). 

Observe, carefully, the difference in what occurred with Cornelius and the 
Samaritans. Namely, Christ administered the baptism of the Holy Spirit to 
Cornelius. Whereas the Samaritans did NOT receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
but, had the apostle's hands laid upon them so as to receive miraculous power! 

There are only two accounts given in Scripture of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit that being Acts 2 and Acts 10! Furthermore, there are no miraculous 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit today (I Cor.l3:8-12). 
 
 


