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Upon reading the title of this article, serious Bible students recall the events related in 
Jeremiah 36. In case you are not familiar with this inspired account, it details the reaction 
of Jehoiakim when he heard God's word read. He had such disdain for the Scriptures 
that ". . . he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, 
until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth" (Jer.36:23). 
Jehoiakim's contempt for God and His holy word is further recorded for the world to 
read, "Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of 
his servants that heard all these words" (Jer.36:24). Foolish Jehoiakim thought by 
burning God's word it would destroy its contents. The consequences of his arrogant, 
highhanded rebellion did not go unnoticed by God. God had Jeremiah write another roll 
with the former words that had been burned, as well as additional words, and told 
Jeremiah what to say unto the king, which the faithful servant did (Jer.36:27-32). 

We are not surprised when many denominational people take various passages of 
scripture, e.g. Mk. 16:16, which they dislike and "cut it with the penknife." However, 
when brethren who once walked "hand-in-hand," that is, in harmonious accord based on 
scripture, begin to ignore and re-define fellowship, they follow the path of Jehoiakim! 

Without question the greatest privilege one has is that of being in fellowship with 
God! Only those who have put Christ on in baptism "for the remission of sins" (Acts 
2:38) based upon their faith in Christ (Jno.8:24), repentance (Acts 3:19), confession of 
Christ (Matt. 10:32) have been added to the church by the Lord (Acts 2:47). The Lord has 
never and will never accept those into fellowship who have obeyed the commandments 
and doctrines of men (Mat.7:21)! 

Having obeyed the gospel, fellowship with the Lord and His people is based on 
walking in the light, and in so doing abiding in His doctrine. 

"But, if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin" (I John 1:7). 

"Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the 
Son.   If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds" (2 John 9-11). 
Question: "Who is excluded from "Whosoever transgresseth?” The only biblical 

answer is, No one is excluded who " transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 



     
 

  
 

Christ.!" It is the height of rebellion to willfully ignore and exclude any and all false 
teachers because of "who they are!" Some reply, "But look at all the good they have done. 
Should we exclude them from fellowship because of only one wrong?" Beloved, how 
many un-repented of sins will keep one from perishing (Lk.13:3)? 

The underlying problem of brethren is not that they do not clearly understand 2 John 9-
11. Their problem is they do not believe 2 John 9-11! If so, then they would keep the 
commandments of the Lord. "If ye love me keep my commandments" (John 14:15). 

This is not a trivial matter, but one that involves the eternal destiny of our souls! Any 
individual, congregation, college or school of preaching that advocate or shelters false 
teachers is not in fellowship with God! If one is not in fellowship with God then they 
cannot be in fellowship with faithful congregations of the Lord's church! 

"No fellowship" means no fellowship!!! Many brethren will answer to God for 
refusing to withdraw their fellowship from false teachers because of friendship, family 
relations, and personal gain! It is no wonder our Lord said, "Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" 
(Matt.7:14)! 

Those who take their "penknife" to God's word pervert its soul-saving message (Gal. 
1:6-9), and will suffer the wrath of Almighty God/ "For the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth 
in unrighteousness" (Rom. 1:18). Indeed, "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God" (Heb.10:31)! 


