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No matter the season of the year, the Lord's work suffers greatly because of a lack of 
"always abounding in the work of the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58). The attitude displayed by 
many brethren is that they are "too busy" to be involved in building up the local work. It 
isn't unusual to hear some of these "too busy" brethren constantly complain about any 
and everything regarding the Lord's work. Perhaps, this is their way of showing "great 
concern" and white washing their conscience without being personally involved in the 
Lord's work! In reality, according to the Bible, these "too busy" brethren do not love the 
Lord and the church of our Lord, To the Laodiceans, the Lord said: 

"I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would 
thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth" (Rev.3:15-16).  

Christians in the first century were people from every walk of life, exactly as people 
today.    That which sets them apart from nominal Christians today is their deep, abiding 
love for Christ and lost souls! Luke records their fervor for lost souls:   "And daily in the 
temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ" (Acts 5:42).   
Their zeal for lost souls was not confined to the assembly. They went out into the work with 
the "good news" to the lost and dying in sin!  It is truly amazing to read where the gospel ".. 
.was preached to every creature which is under heaven. . . " (Col. 1:23)! 

Brethren, God expects every Christian to be a worker in the vineyard and to "bear 
much fruit" (Jno. 15:8)! The parable of the barren fig tree (Lk. 13:6-9) drives home the 
point of what will take place to God's children who do not bring forth fruit! 

While every Christian is not expected to do the same thing, they are expected to do 
things wherein their ability or abilities lie (Matt.25:14:-30)! Observe, carefully, God's 
description of one that does not use his ability, "Thou wicked and slothful servant" 
(Matt.25:26). 

God does not expect the impossible of any of His children, but He does expect His 
children to do what they are capable of doing. 

Building up the local church depends on at least the following: 
•   It depends on our attitude!  
•   It depends on our encouragement! 
•   It depends on our prayers! 
•   It depends on our participation!  
•   It depends on our unity!  



   
 

  
 

•   It depends on our study of God's word! 
•   It depends on our cooperation! 
•   It depends on our love one for another! 
•   It depends on our love for Christ and His church! 
•   It depends on our love for the lost! 

      •   It depends on our love for erring brethren!  
Brethren, we should never be "too busy" to build up the local church!   Consider also 

that the one that makes your life "too busy" for the Lord is the devil (I Pet. 5:8)!  Remember, 
the rich man was "too busy" for God, but not too busy to die (Lk. 12:16-21)! Being involved in 
the local work will:  

Strengthen the home! 
Set proper example for others! 

Reach the unsaved with the gospel! 
Change attitudes! 

Produce joy within your heart! 
Let people know you really care! 

Nurture friendliness and good will! 
Strengthen the tie that binds! 
Bring glory to Almighty God! 

Help restore unfaithful brethren! 
Encourage the down trodden! 

Comfort and console! Help maintain unity and peace! Build up the church for the future! 
Beloved, being involved in building up the local work by its very nature will knit the 
congregation closer together and spur us onward in being, ". . .stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord" (I Cor,. 15:58). 

 


