
 
 

ALL SCRIPTURE IS INSPIRED OF GOD OR NONE IS INSPIRED OF GOD! 
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What is meant, when someone declares the verbal, plenary inspiration of God's word; that 
scripture is infallible and inerrant? 

Verbal having reference to words, words that come from the very mind of God. 
Plenary means God's word is complete in every respect, absolute and unqualified. 
Infallible and inerrant means God's word is totally incapable of error. 

The Bible is the inspired word of God, "All scripture is given by the inspiration of God. . . (2 
Tim.3:16). To be "inspired of God" means "all scripture is God-breathed,” that is, it comes from the 
very mouth of God and is not a product of human origin. In commenting on this verse, brother 
Thomas B. Warren wrote: 

"It is our contention that every book of the Bible, that every chapter in every book, 
that every paragraph in every chapter, that every sentence in every paragraph, that 
every word in every sentence, that every syllable in every word, and that every letter 
in every syllable throughout all of the Bible (original autographs) were "inspired of 
God." 
 (The Spiritual Sword, Vol.1. Jan. 1970, No.2, p.3) This very comprehensive statement by 

brother Warren is not implying what is often called "mechanical dictation." Regarding  Mechanical  
Dictation  -  A  Straw   Man, Brother Wayne Jackson wrote: 

"Whenever you hear someone accusing advocates of verbal inspiration of believing in 
"mechanical dictation," most likely you are dealing with a theological liberal! The 
notion of "mechanical dictation" [i.e., that the Bible writers were only dictaphones or 
typewriters, hence, their cultural and personality factors did not enter into their works] 
is not taught by many Conservative Bible scholars. Certainly, Paul's writings differ in 
style from those of John, etc. But that does not negate the fact that after God used the 
individual writers of Scripture, in the final process, only the exact words that He 
wanted in the text appeared there!"  
(The Holy Scriptures—Verbally Inspired) Prior to   Christ’s ascension to the   Father He 

announced to the apostle, "/ have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth; for he shall not speak 
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to 
come" (Jno.16:12-13). The apostle Peter further informs us, "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:20-21). Therefore, 
the apostle's messages were not of human origin! When they spake it was the Holy Spirit speaking 
through them, "For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you" 
(Matt.lO:20). Pertaining to this very subject, Paul wrote, "Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of 



 
     
 

  
 

God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Spirit teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual "(1 Cor.2:12-13). 

As there were absolutely no contradictions or errors in the words the apostles preached, so there 
are no contradictions or errors in the written word of God! To accept some of the Bible as infallible 
and without error, and not all of the Bible as infallible and without error is to totally reject the Bible. 
It is truly the height of so-called intellectual arrogance for un-inspired men to sit in judgment on 
The Almighty!! The Law of the Excluded Middle means there is no middle ground. When applied to 
the Bible, "all scripture is God-breathed" or none of it "is God-breathed"\\\ The beloved Guy N. 
Woods wrote a tract entitled The Case For Verbal Inspiration. His closing statement sums up 
well what has been thus far written. 

"The Bible is inspired; the Bible is inspired in thought; the Bible is inspired in word; 
the Bible is verbally inspired. We rejoice to believe that it is "of God;" that it is 
composed of the "words" of God and that it is, in every sense, THE WORD OF 
GOD! With complete assurance we are enabled to say, 

             "These are the true words of God' (Rev. 19:9).  
Without question, one's faith in God and His word determines how they will live. Furthermore, 

it is the case that when one loses faith in the Bible, he will soon lose faith in God. The two are 
inseparable for the words in the Bible came from the very mouth of the Almighty!   May David's 
attitude toward scripture be that of ours:  

" ...my heart standeth in awe of thy word. 1 rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth 
great spoil" (Psa. 119:161 -162). 

 


