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A high priority is placed on outward beauty. Advertisements marketing the "perfect body" 
through exercise, diet, yoga, surgery and pills is a multi-million dollar business. Young and old 
alike have become obsessed with pursuing the "perfect body." Plastic surgery is now the "in 
thing" to obtain the "perfect body." One celebrity spent $300,000.00 on the "new her." Yet, the 
inevitable (death) cannot be stopped! "The living know that they shall die" (Eccl.9:5). [Again 
we read,] "And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" (Heb.9:27). 

Even with these indisputable facts, many are so fixated with the "outward man" that this is all 
they look for in a mate. Many a person has awaken to the fact that the outward package they 
married concealed an ungodly person! Then there are those who will look for a mate and not be 
intoxicated by their looks, but their bank account. The late Leroy Brownlow said, "And concerning 
values, it is a poor product when the container is worth more than the contents!" Many a person has 
wept gallons of tears because they married only the container and refused to look carefully at 
the contents! It was Solomon who wrote: "Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a -
woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised" (Prov. 11:30). 

"As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion" (Prov. 
11:22). 

That which pleases the Lord is inward beauty! "for the Lord seeth not as man seeth ; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart" (I Sam. 16:7). An example 
of this is the story of the rich man and the beggar Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31. 

It isn't unusual to hear someone say, "she or he lost their looks." Friends, the "looks" that 
never fade for both men and women are set forth in I Peter 2:2-4: 
"While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.  Whose adorning let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it 
be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. "  

When people marry only for someone's looks and or "bank account, separation and finally 
"divorce granted" is often the path followed.  Those who divorce and remarry (Christian and non-
Christian) not for the cause of Matthew 19:9 have entered into an adulterous union which God 
does not accept! 

Long before a person begins life's pursuit for a mate, they need to establish a biblical value 
system as to the contents of both themselves and the one they plan to marry! No, it is not being 
suggested that one should look for perfection, but for one that will truly help in one's greater goal 
of eternal life! Then, when one finds whom they perceive is possibly their future "help meet," 
both need to sit down and honestly discuss such matters as: 

•   Goal of marriage 



 
     
 

  
 

•   God/the Lord's church 
•   Role of husband/wife 
•   Intimacy 
•   Finances 
•   Children 
•   In-laws 
•   Value systems 
•   The future 
•   Recreation/hobbies 
•   Friends 

Even when both parties "pass" each other's check list, they must understand life will throw 
many challenges their way. After the "I do's" are said; the honeymoon is over, then, there are 
adjustments to be made the rest of their married life. If one's marriage is based solely on looks 
and money, disaster is inevitable. Whereas, when the foundation of one's marriage is being 
continually built upon God and His inspired Word the journey will be a great success! 

BEFORE YOU GET A DIVORCE 
•   Is the divorce based on Matthew 19:9? 
•   Have you exhausted every possible means to restore your marriage? 
•   Consider the effects on your mate, in-laws, relatives and friends! 
•   Consider the devastating effects divorce will create on your children! 
•   Remember the vows you made before God and man! 
•   Consider how this will affect the Lord's church and non-Christians! 
•   The message you are sending those not married! 
•   After considering all the facts, ask yourself, "Is it really worth it?" Remember: God hates 

divorce (Mal.2:16)! 
 


