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If not careful, children of God will forget that there is more to life than the making of money, 
and the pursuit of pleasure. The rich farmer was condemned because in all of his endeavors he 
left God and his fellow man completely out of his life. As a result of this, the Lord said, "But 
God said unto him, thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall 
those things be, which thou has provided?” (Lk. 12:20-21)? His material riches blinded him to the 
brevity of life. "And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room 
where to bestow my fruits? And he said, this will I do: I will pull down my barns and build 
greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be merry" (Lk.l2:17-19). 

Through the "lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life" (I Jno.2:15-17) the devil 
can blind us as to who we are and what we should be doing! As one studies the parable of the 
rich man, there are numerous lessons for children of God, if we will have ears to hear! 
 Lest we forget, life is more than the things we possess! "Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth" (Lk.l2:15). Every material possession we have can be taken from us while in this 
life and without question in death. "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal" (Matt.6:19). Paul reminds us 
of the often made statement, "For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out" (I Tim.6:7). 
Lest we forget, God must be first in our lives! Everything we have comes from the 
benevolent hand of God. "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning" 
(Jas.l:17). In Matthew 6:24-32 Jesus assured His  disciples that God will take care of their real 
needs and then He says, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you " (Matt.6:33). Christians must not allow their job, family, 
friends, recreation or anything or anyone to come before God! 
Lest we forget our fellow man! As one reads the entire account of the rich farmer (Lk. 12:13-21), 
he soon sees the rich farmer had the "I," "ME," "MY," and "MINE"  problem! Not one time 
did he think of God or his fellow man. Not only must children of God put their faith and trust in 
God, they must also remember their fellow man. Not only are there people in physical needs 
but, much more, spiritual needs! It is the obligation of Christians to try and reach lost souls with 
the soul-saving gospel of Christ and His glorious body, the church (Mk. 15:15-16; Acts 2:38-47). 
Lest we forget, we too shall "walk through the valley of the shadow of death" (Psa.23:4)! 
Whether rich or poor, educated or illiterate, all races, young, middle aged or old, death is no respecter 
of persons. "And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" 
(Heb.9:27). In our daily activities let us heed the admonition, of the Psalmist, "So teach us to 



 
     
 

  
 

number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom" (Psa.20:12). 
By worldly standards, the rich farmer would be considered very successful, but God looked into 

his heart, as well as his actions, and judged him a complete failure! "But God said unto him, Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou 
hast provided" (Lk. 12:20)? Jesus said, "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul" (Mk.8:36-37)? 
Lest we forget, we shall all appear before the judgment seat! Like the rich farmer, we can be 
so caught up in this life that we forget Pauls' inspired admonition, "If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your 
affections on things above, not on things on this earth"(Col.3:1-3). Yes, one day our blessed Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, will appear in the clouds in all of His magnificent glory at which time we 
are told, "When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall 
he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall 
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats" (Matt.25:31-
32). At which time all of mankind will ". . .appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad" (2 Cor.5:10). The righteous will hear the welcome words of our Lord, "Then shall the King 
say unto them on his right hand, Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world" (Matt.25:34). The unrighteous will hear the dreaded 
words of our Savior, "Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels" (Matt.25:41). 

That which causes man to forget God is Sin! In an excellent article entitled Sin's Effect 
Upon The Individual, Mike Vestal wrote: 

"Nothing corrupts, pollutes and destroys like sin! Men may deny it, minimize it, mock it or 
rationalize it, but the Bible is clear about the exceeding sinfulness of sin (Rom.7:13). If we are 
not alert to the awfulness of sin, we may find ourselves corrupted by its effect upon us." 

1.   Sin Dulls Our Ears (Acts 28:27). Sin can render it very difficult for us to hear God. 
2.   Sin Darkens Our Understanding (Eph.4:18). Even if one does hear the word, sin can so 

cloud our judgment that we fail to properly understand and apply truth, 
3.   Sin Diverts Our Feet (Isa.53:6). Sin can cause us to choose a different direction, an 

alternate route, but it's a path that leads to perdition. 
4.   Sin Defiles Our Tongue (Rom.3:13-14). A person's character will inevitably manifest itself 

in his conversation (Matt. 12:34-35; Prov. 10:31-32). 
5.   Sin Deceives Our Heart (Jer.l7:9). Through lies, sin works on our heart to keep us from 

properly seeing and doing something about iniquity in our lives. 
6.   Sin Dooms Our Soul (Exe.l8:4).   Not satisfied with ravaging our body, sin seeks to cause 

our soul to be tormented forever in hell. 
 How we need to hate and shun sin as never before! 

Is your life showing the hideous effects of sin? Without question, that which keeps children 
of God from drifting, and eventually departing from God is a daily walk with God 
through prayer, Bible study, faithfully assembling with the saints, and being about the Father's 
business! 


