
 
 

I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST! 

Ivie Powell 

 

 

On February 2, 1968 I purchased the fourth edition of Handbook of Denominations In The 
United States by Frank S. Mead. There are a little over 100 religious groups listed, many of 
which have numerous divisions within their ranks. The listing includes well known 
denominations: Baptist, Catholic, Methodist, Lutheran, Disciples of Christ, Assemblies of God, 
etc. Since 1968, not just hundreds but thousands of religious groups have sprung up throughout the 
country. Many call themselves non-denominational but in reality they are a denomination. The 
only difference, for the most part, is they identify themselves under a different banner e.g. 
Dayspring Worship Center, Cornerstone Community Church, Gateway of Deliverance Church, 
Gloryland Church, The Cowboy Church. Believe it or not there is The Loafers Church, but the one 
that takes the cake is The Church of Schizophrenia. 

Many have adopted the name "Community Church" to attract, larger number. They claim, like 
those previously mentioned, to be non-denominational, but in reality are a man-made religion. 
Attendees are encouraged to dress casually, including the preacher. The services are often 
referred to as "contemporary" and very "up-beat." So-called "praise-teams" drums, guitars and 
other mechanical instruments are used creating a "Christian rock and roll" atmosphere 
accompanied with hand waving and jumping up and down. 

The denominational world is not the only ones dropping their "brand name." On September 6, 
2003, the Oak Hills church of Christ announced they would be dropping the name church of 
Christ to Oak Hills Church. At the same time they stated they would be adding the use of 
mechanical instruments of music to their services. Their "pastor" Max Lucado went on to say 
"Some people find the name 'Church of Christ' to be an insurmountable barrier." In removing the 
name "Church of Christ" because some people "find it to be an insurmountable barrier" he 
(Lucado) has announced to the world "Oak Hills Church" is not "of Christ"!!!  

Many have not come out as Max Lucado and company by dropping altogether the name 
"church of Christ," but are steadily working toward that. When answering the phone they 
will emphasize their location, not even mentioning "church of Christ" e.g. East Ridge. All 
advertisement will use big letters for their location and the name "church of Christ" in small 
letters. 
Many will quickly point out that there is no one "official name" for the church.   While this 
is true, that does not mean the Bible is silent on the subject, Some   Biblical   expressions   
found   in   the   New Testament identifying the Lord's church are:  
"My church" (Matt. 16:18)  
"The church" (Acts 8:1)  
"Church of God" (I Cor. 1 :2) 
 "Churches of Christ" (Rom. 16: 16)  



 
     
 

  
 

"The body of Christ" (Eph.4: 12)  
"The church of the living God" (I Tim.3: 15)  
"Church of the firstborn" (Heb. 12:23)  
"The Kingdom of God's Son" (Col. 1:13)  
While there is no one proper name for the church, every term used in reference to the New 
Testament church was a term clearly identifying the church to those addressed!   Why did 
Max Lucado and others remove the biblical nomenclature "church of Christ?" Facts are facts 
and the clear evidence as to the why is stated by the inspired John,   "They went out from us, 
but they were not us; for if they had been of us, they • / ' » • ' would no doubt have 
continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not of 
us" (I Jno 2: 19)! 

In discussing ' A Church Without A Name, brother Eugene Britnell wrote: 
"Why should we be ashamed to wear the name "church of Christ?" It is biblical and 

thus acceptable in God's sight. It was used by Paul (Rom.l6:16). It was identified by Luke 
(Acts 20:28). It glorifies our Savior. It identifies the church as belonging exclusively to 
Christ her founder and head (Col.l:18), is it not reasonable that the church wear his name 
as an identifier? His is the only name in which salvation is found (Acts 4:11-12). His is 
the name which we confess (Rom.10:9-10; Acts 8:36), and the name into which we are 
baptized (Acts 1 0:48; Gal.3:26-27). Christ is the name of our king in 
whose kingdom we serve (I Tim.6:14-15). It is the name of him who will raise us from the 
dead, judge us and bestow our eternal reward (I Cor. 15:20-24). 

Why would a church not wish to be known and recognized as Christ's church? It 
makes no sense. Would it not be like a wife who does not care to wear her husband's name? 
Let us wear that sacred name in dignity and honor. Let us conduct ourselves both 
personally and as members of Christ's church in a way that truly honors the Savior whose 
blessed name we wear." (The Light, February 2007) 

Furthermore, to be ashamed of the church of Christ is to be ashamed of Christ, since 
He is the head of the church! Further investigation reveals that not only are those of 
Lucado's strip ashamed of the scripturally nomenclature "church of Christ," they are also 
ashamed of any doctrine that condemns denominationalism (Eph.5:11; 2 Jno.9-11). The 
words of our Savior will ring in the ears of all defectors throughout eternity, "Whosoever 
therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels" (Mk.8:36). 

No, I am NOT ashamed that I am a member of the church of Christ - are you? 
 


