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It is very common for those in the religious world to pray directly to Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 
Mary the mother of Jesus and to departed loved ones. However, there is no scriptural authority for 
such practices. After His resurrection, Christ ascended to heaven where God ". . .set him at his 
own right hand in the heavenly places" (Eph.l:20). On the day of Pentecost, Peter declared by 
inspiration: 

"This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath 
shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he 
saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand" (Acts 2:32-34). 

All prayers are addressed to "God through Jesus Christ our Lord. . ,” (Rom,7:25). As our 
high priest (Heb.4:14; 9:11), Christ intercedes in our behalf, "For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (I Tim.2:5). John informs us that when 
we do sin and pray to the Father for forgiveness, Christ pleads our case to God. "My little 
children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not, And if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" (I Jno.2:1). In commenting on this verse, Guy N. 
Woods wrote: 

".. .An "Advocate is" a lawyer or an attorney, whose Function it is to represent one in court. 
Jesus thus represents us in the court of heaven, pleading our cause and advocating our case 
before the bar of God's divine justice. As our Advocate, he is "with" (pros) the Father, thus at his 
side, and ever present to afford us adequate and constant representation. . ." (Commentary on 
Peter, John and Jude, Guy N. Woods, p.222). 

As we go through the trials and heartaches of life's journey, it is truly consoling to know 
that God has an "open ear" to our prayers. "Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for 
you" (I Pet.5:7). 

A delicate area that needs to be brought to the attention of brethren concerns the misuse of 
prayer in the assembly. For those who lead the congregation in prayer it is not a time to: 

• Personally vent one's private problems. The one praying is leading in behalf of the entire 
congregation. As for private problems, they can be dealt with in a private manner. We can 
privately confess our sins to God (I Jno.l:9) and cast all of our anxieties upon Him (I 
Pet.5:7).  

• "Strike out" at someone in the audience over a personal matter (Matt. 18:15-17).   
• Preach a sermon to God or the brethren. Prayer is a petition to God in behalf of the assembled 

audience.  
• Use theatrical overtones which are completely out of place and borders on praying to be 

heard of men (Matt.6:7;23:14).  



 
     
 

  
 

• Tell God what He ought to do!   There is never a time to dictate to God!  
• Use crude, vulgar, expressions or to put it delicately, the language of the street (Col.4:6).  
• Ask God to "work a miracle.”     There are no miraculous manifestations of the spirit 

today (I Cor. 13:8-12).  
• Ask God to forgive unfaithful brethren who have not repented of their sins (Gal.6:1-2; 

Jas.5:19-20).  
• Ask God to receive into fellowship those who have not obeyed the gospel. God accepts only 

those who have obeyed the gospel (Acts 2:37-47).  
• Ask God to do something which He expects His children to accomplish e.g. reach lost   

souls (ML 16:15-16).  
• Pray in the name of God.    All prayer is to be addressed to God in the name of Jesus 

Christ. ". . . Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name.   , ."(Jno. 16:23).  
• Thank God for dying for our sins. Christ died for our sins (Jno.3:16; Rom.5:8-9).  
• Ask God to help us to be "witnesses for Christ." Only the apostles were eye witnesses of 

Christ after His resurrection (Acts 1:22;2:32).  
• Thank God for the "broken body of Christ."   The ASV renders I Cor. 11:24 as follows: "and 

when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, This is my body, which is for you: this do in 
remembrance of me.""    Not one bone of our Lord was broken (Jno. 19:33-36).  The KJV 
"broken body of Christ" is not referring to His physical body, but to His suffering and 
agony. These and other matters often stated in prayer come about because of a lack of study. 
"Lord teach us to pray" (Lk.ll:2) and He has - in the Bible!   Paul wrote:    "How that by 
revelation he made known unto me the mystery; as I wrote afore in few words. Whereby, 
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ. . . Wherefore be ye 
not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is" (Eph.3:3-4;5:17). 

 


