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"And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased; one of his 
disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples" (Lk.ll:1). 
Through the years, I have heard many prayers that were not in harmony with the teaching of our 
Lord. While there are often "slips of the tongue,” due to nervousness, many are simply repeating 
what they have heard others say. In other words, this is the "how" they have been taught to pray. 
Many have not actually given careful thought as to what they are saying in prayer. I realize this is a 
very delicate subject and be assured it is not my intention to be critical or "nit pick" anyone's 
prayer. However, there are some things that are never scripturally correct to say in prayer or 
teach, no matter how honest and sincere one may be. In response, often people will say, "God 
knows my heart." Others are of the false assumption that God's grace will automatically 
remove/or overlook situations of this nature. Yes, God knows our heart (Acts 1:24) however, one's 
prayer must be "according to his will" (I Jno.5:14) and God's will is made known in scripture 
(Col.3:17; 2 Tim.3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3). Therefore, any and all petitions to our heavenly Father that 
are not authorized (scriptural) are not acceptable. If this is not the case, then, brethren can not only 
pray, but teach any and everything that is not authorized, as long as they are sincere and God 
will accept it! Such misunderstandings regarding prayer verifies the need of learning to pray. 
As J. S. Lamar wrote: ". . . We note that the savior, by responding to their request, recognizes the 
propriety of teaching to pray. It would be well if Christians generally would equally recognize 
the necessity of learning to pray." (Commentary on Luke, p. 162). 

The "how" one addresses the Almighty is the first thing our Lord taught. 'When ye pray, say, 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. . . "(Lk.  11:2). The One that children of 
God have the privilege of petitioning is "the Almighty God" (Gen. 17:1), who "giveth to all life, 
and breath, and all things. . . For in him we live, and move, and have our being. . ." (Acts 
17:25, 28). There should be a characteristic of great "reverence and awe" (Heb. 12:28) in our 
hearts as we approach the throne of the Great "I Am" (Ex.3:14)! In commenting on Luke 12:2, 
Burton Coffman wrote: 

"Hallowed be thy name..." The first concern in every prayer should be the honor and 
glory of God. The third commandment in the Decalogue forbade taking God's name in 
vain (Ex.20:7); and the Christian also is instructed to hold the name of God in highest 
reverence and awe." (Commentary of Luke, p.237). 

It is very evident from having heard numerous prayers that many brethren are "too familiar" in 
approaching the Almighty. To ". .  come boldly unto the throne of grace. . . "(Heb.4:16) is to come 
with the assurance or confidence that God will hear our petition. Of this particular phrase, Lightfoot 
wrote: 

"Precisely because it is a throne of grace and not a judgment seat, this is why it can be 



 
     
 

  
 

approached with confidence... in ancient Greece denoted the right of a full citizen to speak his 
mind on any subject in the town assembly - a right that the slave did not have. In the Epistle it 
stands for freedom to approach God on the basis of the blood of Jesus (10:19). Before God's 
throne Christians need not have fear and inhibitions. They can come just as they are..." 

(Jesus Christ Today   - a commentary on the book of Hebrews, Neil R. Lightfoot, p. 101). 
Addressing the Almighty as a buddy, or human being, bringing Him down to the level of man 
demonstrates a lack of reverence and constitutes blasphemy. Need we be reminded that "God is a 
Spirit. . . “(Jno.4:24) and not a human being? Concerning God, Hosea wrote, ". . . for I am God, and 
not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee. . . "(Hosea 11:9). Great reverence (Awe) should 
flood our hearts as we worship God.    "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, 
and is to come" (Rev.4:8). 

One characteristic that all liberals possess, with few exceptions, is their lax, loose and casual 
approach to God in prayer. Granted, there are those who are certainly not of the liberal persuasion 
that also approach God in a very loose and casual manner. The two contributing factors that link 
both, in all probability, are modern speech versions, and society's attitude toward God and all 
sacred matters. Other Contributing factors include the influence of denominational terminology, 
failure of parents to teach their children and the enormous influence of zeal without knowledge 
which so often comes from so-called "youth ministers." 

Whether in our daily walk or in the assembly, "Let us... offer service well-pleasing to God with 
reverence and awe"(Heb.!2:28). "But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the Earth, keep silence 
before him” (Hos.2:20). 

 


