
 
FORGIVENESS DOES NOT ERASE CONSEQUENCES 

 
 
 

 
Ivie Powell 

 

 

Society at large has changed its moral base, so it seems, from every news report. At the same time, there 
is a much larger number who have strong moral convictions, than the liberal press would have us believe. 
For many years, there has been an orchestrated attempt to remove the stigma of sin. Specifically with 
reference to homosexuality, as well as other sexual depravity. Instead of accepting God's condemnation of 
any and all sexual depravity as sinful, e.g. Leviticus 20; Genesis 18-19; Romans 1:26-32; I Corinthians 
6:9-11, many want to reference these as "alternative life-styles." 

All accountable people are lost in sin, "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" 
(Rom.3:23). Because of God's enormous and marvelous love, mercy and grace (Jno.3:16; Eph.2:8-9) He 
sent forth His "only begotten Son" to die for man's sins. Upon obedience to the gospel of Christ (Acts 
2:37-38, 41, and 47) one can be reconciled to Him through the blood of Christ (I Pet.1:18-19; Rev. 1:5). 
Thus, having been washed in the blood of Christ in baptism (Rom,.6:3-4) any and all sins have been 
removed. However, forgiveness does not erase consequences. Murderers, thieves, distributors of drugs, 
etc. can obey the gospel, but such does not removed the consequences of their sins. Several years ago, a 
registered child molester, who happened to be a member of the church, wanted to teach young people and 
preach. Those who wanted him to fill such roles included the preacher. Their line of "reasoning" was the 
brother had repented and therefore could be used in any and all capacities. 

Does God forgive any and all sins of erring brethren if repentance and confession takes places? Yes! 
When Simon the sorcerer obeyed the gospel (Acts 8:12-13) and later sinned he was told to "Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee" 
(Acts 8:22). Concerning erring brethren, James wrote, "Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and 
one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a 
soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins" (Jas.5:19-10). Their sins are no longer counted against 
them, "And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb.10:17). 

Generally speaking, when one is restored they can, once again, be the salt and light that brings glory to 
God (Matt.5:13-16). However, there are some sins that are so hideous that it may take a life-time to 
overcome, if then. Take for an example, pedophiles and homosexuals. Those having moral convictions look 
upon those guilty of these sins with great indignation. Even calloused criminals recognize the hideousness 
of such behavior especially of pedophiles. Without question, God says those who are guilty of such 
abominations "are worthy of death" (Rom. 1:32). 

Someone may ask, "Why is it that adulterers and fornicators can repent and be used in teaching and 
preaching, but pedophiles and homosexuals cannot be used?" The answer lies in the fact that while adultery 
and fornication is sinful they are natural occurrences between male and female, but such is not the case with 
pedophiles and homosexuals. These sinful acts have "evolved from the slime of human debauchery!" Can 
participants of these sinful acts be forgiven? Yes! Should brethren accept their repentance and forgive them? 
Yes! 

What is involved is NOT a matter of forgiveness, but of consequences! Pedophiles and homosexuals in 
particular have, in effect, isolated themselves. The road to recovery for those who repent of these sins is 
extremely difficult at best, but not impossible. At the same time, one must remember that pedophiles have a 
95% range of recurrence, when given the opportunity. While they cannot be cured they can be controlled. 



 
     
 

  
 

Without question, brethren involved in these sins, need professional help and certainly the prayers and 
support of faithful brethren. 

To have a registered child molester teaching young people and filling the pulpit would bring great shame 
and reproach upon the Lord's church! It is truly amazing that school systems will not knowingly hire a 
registered child molester to teach, yet some brethren were willing to do this! By the way, faithful brethren of 
that particular congregation refused to use the man because of the glaring circumstances. To do otherwise 
would be as Nathan said to David, "Howbeit, because of this deed thou hast given great occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme. . ."(2 Sam. 12:14). Again, forgiveness does not erase the stigma of 
consequences! 

 


