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For the past two weeks, we have been looking at eight of the twelve parts from the book Your 
Marriage Can Be Great edited by Thomas B. Warren, and applying them to a local congregation. 
An often overlooked "ingredient" in developing an exceptional congregational is having the desire to 
excel. If the leadership is gravely lacking in this area, then the congregation will take on the same 
mind-set!   If the following survey were given to each member, including its leadership, what would 
be the results? 

1.   What it is that makes a congregation exceptional? 
2.   Do you consider this an exceptional congregation? 
3.   Are you "proud" to be a member to this congregation? 
4.   What are you presently doing to make this an exceptional congregation? 
5.   What areas, if any, is this congregation lacking in making it exceptional? 

For the last two weeks we have looked at three areas that make a congregational exceptional: 
•    If You Go To The Right Source (The Bible) For The Answers To Your Question. 
•    If You Properly Interpret Bible Teaching On Greatness. 

              •    If You Understand Some Important Definitions.  
A Fourth area that can make a congregation exceptional is If   You Understand Some Crucial 
Passages Both From The Old and New Testaments. 

•    The Church in prophecy, promise, and fulfillment (Isa. 2:2-3; Dan. 2:44; Acts 2). 
•    Building of the wall (Neh. 1 -6). 
•    Offering of strange fire (Lev. 10:1-2). 
•    Concept of a watchman (Ezek. 33:7-9). 
•   Difference in the Lord's church and denominational bodies (Matt. 16:18; Acts 2). 
•   What constitutes acceptable worship (John 4:24). 
•    Biblical teaching of love (I Cor. 13). 
•   Responsibility of elders as shepherds (Acts 20:28-31; I Pet. 5:1-3). 
•   Responsibility of members to the shepherds (Heb. 13:7, 17; I Thess. 5:12-13). 
•   Responsibility and duties of a preacher (2 Tim. 4:1-5). 
•    Responsibility of Christians to bear fruit (John 15:1-8; I Cor. 15:8). 
•    Maintaining Unity (Eph. 4:1-3). 
•    Dealing with the disorderly (I Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 3:6). 

Your Congregation Can Be Exceptional If You Make It What God Would Have It To 
Be. 

The church is the "called out of God" and is to be the "salt" and "light" for the world 
(Matt.5:13-16). We must let the church be the church; nothing more and nothing less! It was 
never the intent of God to make the church a glorified social club, benevolent society, political 
machine or denomination! The Lord's church is divine in nature (Matt. 16:18), and exists for a 



specific purpose: 
•    Evangelism (Matt.28:19-20; Mk.l6:15-16). 
•    Benevolence (Gal.6:10; Jas.l:27). 
•    Edification (Acts 9:31; Rom.l4:19). 

Your Congregation Can Be Exceptional If You Live In Harmony With Bible Truth On 
Greatness. 

Far too brethren are intoxicated on the world's standard of what constitutes a great church. 
Simply because a congregation has over a thousand members, a multi-million dollar complex, 
large staff, numerous elders and deacons, tremendous contributions, activities for all ages, 
missionaries, does many "good works" does NOT necessarily mean they are great in the eyes of 
God! And even if they are, they are no more great than a small struggling congregation that is 
faithfully serving the Lord!!! After all, faithfulness, is really what constitutes greatness! 

Your Congregation Can Be Exceptional If You Guard Against Contemporary Errors. 
The church will always have to be set for the defense of the gospel (Phil. 1:17; Jude 3). It is 

a mark of an exceptional church that lovingly and boldly proclaims and defends the truth! The 
church, in so many places, is rapidly marching toward fully embracing denominationalism. 
Brethren, an exceptional church in the eyes of Almighty God, is one that is willing to stand even 
if they have to stand alone (Eph.6:10-18). Of course, the faithful are never alone (Matt.28:20; 
Heb.l3:5; 2Tim.4:16-17)! 

Let us, like the faithful of old, rise up and build the Lord's church exactly according to the divine 
pattern (2 Tim.3:16-17), so that when we meet the Lord at judgment He will say, "Well done, good 
and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things, enter thou into the joy of the Lord" (Matt.25:23). 

 

 
         
 

  
 


