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Surely every faithful Christian, especially those who comprise leadership roles, desires to have a 
great congregation. Of course, our assessment of what constitutes a great congregation may or may 
not be based on the Bible. Far too many brethren look to the denominational world e.g. Willow Creek 
Community Church, Baptist, etc., instead of the Word of God to determine what constitutes a truly 
great congregation! 

Through the years, the Lord's church in Rowlett, has had numerous brethren visit our services. 
After one or a few visits the majority quickly go elsewhere. The overriding question of "why" is 
seldom answered. After careful observation, it is my (as well as other brethren) conclusion the basis 
of a truly thriving, growing congregation in the minds of many brethren consist of the following: 

1.  Must have elders and deacons whether scripturally qualified or not. 
2.   A "youth minister" is absolutely essential if their children are to remain "faithful to the 

Lord." 
3. Congregation must be "large" numerically and offer a large selection of areas of 

involvement ("ministries,"). 
4.  A great number want a "warm, fuzzy feeling" during the service. Everything from classes to 

worship must be all positive. 
5.  There must be lots of "fellowship." By that is meant food, fun and recreation. To further 

enhance "fellowship," a multi-purpose building (gymnasium) is a necessity. 
6.   Retreats are offered throughout the year to enhance one's spirituality. 
7.   Generic preaching that leaves non-Christians as well as members of the church comfortable 

in their sins! 
8.   An "out reach ministry" to strengthen the church, and reach lost souls such as sporting 

events e.g. basketball, softball and volley ball teams. 
9.  Having community out reach projects as part of the Lord's work e.g. 5k runs for cancer. 
10. Where no questions are asked about doctrinal issues especially marriage, divorce and 

remarriage. 
Brethren, if one is solely thinking in terms of attendance, contribution, activities, and having their 

"felt needs" met, then, they have not just a narrow view, but an unscriptural view or concept of what 
constitutes a great church! 

Several years ago, brother Thomas B. Warren edited a book on marriage containing ninety-five 
chapters, in twelve parts, by sixty writers. The thrust of the book was indicated by its title, Your 
Marriage Can Be Great! It is interesting to note that eight of the twelve parts are listed as a 
condition; that is, Your Marriage Can Be Great If: 

1.   You Go To The Right Source (the Bible) For The Answers To Your Questions 
2.   You Properly Interpret Bible Teaching on Marriage 



3.   You Understand Some Important Definitions 
4.   You Understand Some Crucial Old Testament Passages 
5.   You Understand Some Crucial New Testament Passages 
6.   You Make It What God Would Have It To Be 
7.   You Live In Harmony With Bible Truth On Divorce And Remarriage 
8.   You Guard Yourself Against Contemporary Errors 

Go back and carefully look over those eight parts that constitute a great marriage and apply the 
points to that which make a great congregation. First, Your Congregation Can Be Great If You 
Go To The Right Source (the Bible) For The Answers To Your Questions 

While many interesting books have been written that both challenges and motivates, nothing takes 
the place of God's inspired book, the Bible (2 Tim.3:16-17)! Truly the Bible and the Bible alone is 
the source containing all the church needs in being great in the Lord's eyes! Peter informs us that the 
Lord, "hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him that hath called us to glory and virtue" (2 Pet. 1:3). 

It is because so many brethren are using denominational books and videos that brethren have 
developed a denominational mind-set.   When this takes place, we should not be surprised that so 
many do not see anything wrong with denominationalism. Nor should we be shocked to learn 
many believe the Lord's church is a denomination among denominations. If there was ever a time, 
it is now that we preach hard, loud and long "Back To The Bible!" 

 
         
 

  
 


