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We are always impressed with the flight of time. It seems like "only yesterday" is an often 
heard, expression, when it comes to the unfolding of years. As we turn the pages of 2011 in 
our minds, it was truly "swifter than a weaver's shuttle" (Job 7:6).   Like previous years, we 
look upon the New Year with great determination to do more and better things for the Lord, 
and that's the way it ought to be! Several years ago, Harvey Porter set forth life's goals for the 
Christian in proper perspective when he wrote: "So many Christians never change.  

We get into our rut in our living and thinking and we make very few changes. Our attitude is 
often, "what's the use!' 

That can be most dangerous. We are a group of people on this earth that are 
supposed to be "renewed daily in the spirit" even though our outward person is perishing 
(See 2 Corinthians 4:16). We are growing daily in "grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18). We are to "forget the things which are behind... and 
press on" toward the goal of a life dedicated to Christ (Philippians 3:14).  

We cannot afford to "get set in our ways," but must always be looking to God's Word 
for ways that we can keep on improving and growing in Christ. Each new year should be 
met with some spiritual resolutions. The child of God who truly believes the Father's 
promise, "/ will never leave you, nor forsake you," cannot have anything but "a happy new 
year." We must "be of good cheer" for the One whom we love and follow, who “has 
overcome the world." Yes, have a happy spiritual new year!" (A NEW YEAR AND A NEW 
SPIRIT). 
As we think about 2012, will it be "business as usual" or will we have a strong 

determination to make whatever changes are necessary for our spiritual development? 
Unfortunately, many will choose to continue the same course as in previous years. Why is 
that the case? A number of answers could be given, but probably the basic answer is they are 
satisfied and have convinced themselves they don't need to change. On the other hand, 
there are still tender hearts that truly want to make any and all necessary changes for their 
spiritual development. Always remember that Christianity is an "I CAN" religion! "I can do 
all things through Christ which strengthened me" (Phil.4:13). With that in mind, note what 
I CAN do. . . 

•  Study my Bible (2 Timothy 2:15). 
•  Pray(IThess.5:17). 
•  Have a forgiving attitude (Matt. 10:32). 
•  Give as I have been prospered (I Cor. 16:2). 
•  "Let brotherly love continue" (Heb.13:1). 
•  "Seek first the kingdom of God" (Matt.5:16)! 
•  Faithfully assemble with the saints (Heb. 10:25). 
• "Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep" (Rom .12:15). 
•  Be kind, tenderhearted and forgiving (Eph. 4:32). 



 
 
 

 
 

• "Grow in grace, and in knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet.3:18). 
 • Seize every opportunity to reach the lost, restore the erring and strengthen the faithful 

(Eph.5:15). 
• Stand behind Bible preaching (2 Tim.4:1-2). 
• "Be ready to every good work" (Titus 3:1). 
• Stand for the right and oppose the wrong (Jude 3). 
• "Visit the fatherless and widows" (Jas. 1:27). 
•  Lead the lost to Christ and His church (Mark 16:15-16). 
•  Love God "with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind" (Matt.22:37). 

      • Work and pray for unity (Eph.4:1-3). Yes, these are things that if physically able, we 
can do. Let today be the day of "new beginnings" for your spiritual development. Choose the 
"I CAN" road of life, and 2012 will truly be a Happy New Year! 
 

"Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness" Psalms 
65:11 

"Redeeming the time, because the days are evil" Ephesians 5:16 

 
 
 


