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Years ago, articles frequently appeared in church bulletins on immodest apparel, and 
rightly so. Not only were there lessons on immodest apparel, there were also lessons on the 
sin of dancing and drinking. Now, it seems that few, if any, will write or even preach on these 
much neglected areas. As a result of this, congregations all across this land are filled with 
worldly minded brethren. Brethren, when truth is "crushed to the ground," sinful practices 
begin to quickly emerge e.g. fornication, adultery, unscriptural divorces and unscriptural 
marriages, etc. and accepted! Instead of having Christ living and forming in them (Gal.2:20; 
4:19), they have become "conformed to this world" (Rom. 12:2)! 

All of the worldliness in the Lord's church throughout the land can be traced to three 
areas: 1) Shepherds who do not tend to the flock (Acts 20:28), 2) Preachers who refuse to 
fulfill 2 Tim.4:2 and 3) Parents who have abandoned their God-given role as set forth in 
Eph.6:4! 

I am fearful that the Lord's church has become so contaminated by sin that their eyes, 
ears and hearts are vividly described by our Lord: 

". . . because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 
And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people's 
heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; 
lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be converted and I should heal them" (Matt. 
13:13-15). 

If you think this is too harsh of an assessment, then "back up," and take an inventory of 
what is not being preached and taught from pulpits and classrooms. Further evidence is easily 
verified by the refusal of brethren to practice biblical discipline! Brethren, living sinful lives are 
no longer called upon to repent.   Biblical discipline has not just been forgotten it has been 
completely removed "cut out," and "burned" in the hearts of far many elders and preachers! 

Isaiah of old was told to "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my 
people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins" (lsa.58:1). If elders and 
preachers of the Lord's church, refuse to "cry out" against sin, then the sins of brethren will 
cry out against them at the day of judgment (Heb.13:17; Act 20:20,26-27)! 

The urgent need of the Lord's church is that of restoring the love and zeal of the early 
church in preaching and teaching the whole counsel of God without fear or favor! There is no 
question that our attitude toward sin determines our preaching, teaching and living. If we do 
not oppose sin, we will embrace sin! If that which God condemns is desensitized by refusing 
to preach against those areas, then God's people will be led "happily" on their way to eternal 
damnation! 

One writer, years ago, was right on target when he wrote: 
"Brethren - hear me - we cannot continue in our loveless, lukewarm, careless, indifferent 



and dead condition without incurring the wrath of him who has eyes like a flame of fire 
(Revelation 1:14). The Christ of the candlesticks is still walking in the midst of the churches. 
He knows our works. God's people need a revival from the top all the way down! Lifeless 
elders, dead deacons, spiritless preachers, unconcerned teachers, and wayward church 
members need a revival! . . . if there is to be a revival, there must be a condemnation of evil. 
The denunciation of sin is the lost note in today's evangelism! Men do not respond to heaven's 
call unless they are convicted of sin. Christian pulpits must thunder against the 
unrighteousness practiced by our people. That was the approach employed by the prophets 
of ancient Israel as they called the Hebrews back to God. No one particularly likes to go 
under the razor-sharp surgeon's knife, but, to avoid death, it is sometimes necessary. God 
has provided the knife to cut evil from the body of Christ or the church. It is his word (Hebrews 
4:12; Ephesians 6; 17). May God help us to use it mightily in creating a pure church. Isaiah 
said "Woe is me" before he said, "Here am I; send me" (Isaiah 6:5)." 

As strong a rebuke as the above quote is, those of a worldly mind-set simply smile and go 
on their merry way. Which in effect, is turning one's nose up at God and His Word! There is a 
day of reckoning when they will not be able to ignore God, and will reap as they have sown 
(Gal.6:7-8)! 

Brethren, when sin runs rampant in a congregation it will quickly overtake the hearts of the 
Lord's people! To the Corinthians Paul wrote, "Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a 
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a 
new lump. . ." I Cor. 5:6-7). If sin is not purged then the congregation will become "puffed up" 
and will not mourn over sin (I Cor.5:2). Furthermore, instead of bringing "forth therefore fruits 
meet for repentance" (Matt.3:8), brethren's ears will become dull of hearing, "For the heart 
of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have 
closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with 
their hearts, and should be converted, and I should heal them" (Acts 28:27). Soon even their 
understanding will become darkened, "Having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their 
heart" (Eph.4:18). 

Sin in the camp of God is serious! "For the wages of sin is death..."(Rom.6:23). If a 
congregation will not repent of their sins then the Lord will remove their candlestick (Rev.2:5)! 

History of ancient Israel and the Lord's church is ample evidence that if brethren refuse to 
die to sin they will die in sin! 

 

 
         
 

  
 


