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To the Thessalonians, Paul wrote, "In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you" (I Thess.5:18). Although the word "ingratitude" never occurs 
in the Bible, the sin of being ungrateful is condemned. The Bible is replete with ungrateful 
people: the chief butler, the nine lepers, Judas Iscariot, Ananias and Sapphira, to name a 
few. When we think of ungrateful people, we cannot help but think of ancient Israel. It is 
interesting to note that Israel repeatedly rejected God in times of great prosperity never in 
times of poverty. That same identical characteristic has ever been "the besetting sin" of so 
many Christians! 

Probably there is more "giving of thanks" during this time of the year than any other. As 
shocking as it may be to some, the Bible no where sets aside (authorizes) so-called 
Christmas and Thanksgiving as "holy days!" The only day Christians are to observe, with 
heaven's approval, is the first day of the week. On every first day of the week Christians 
celebrate the Lord's death (I Cor. 11:23-30; Acts 20:7) as we assemble to worship God "in 
spirit and in truth" (Jno.4:24). 

Without question, every Christian should possess a grateful heart not just on 
"Thanksgiving day," but every day! James informs us that "Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning" (Jas.1:17).  As we contemplate all that our heavenly Father has 
done for us, we, like the Hebrew writer, cannot help but exclaim, "By him therefore let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his 
name" (Heb. 13:15). 
Of all people, Christians should be the most appreciative and thankful. As we think of 
brethren who have had such a profound effect upon countless numbers through their 
preaching, writing, defending the faith and Christian living, we are truly grateful. There isn't 
enough paper to list all of the blessings God has so graciously poured out to His children. 
Truly we are debtors! The greatest debt, without question, is for God sending His only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins! We never tire of reading such passages 
as: 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 
3:16). 

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through him" (Rom.5:8-9). 

Paul's words certainly describe our heart-felt gratitude, "Thanks be unto God for his 
unspeakable gift"(2Cor.9:15). 

We are also debtors to Christ's willingness to "taste death for every man" (Heb.2:9); 



to the Holy Spirit who guided the writers of the scriptures: "Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" 
(2 Pet. 1:20-21). We are also grateful for the church, the saved of God, over which Christ 
reigns as head (Eph.1:22-23) and wherein He adds those who obey the gospel (Acts 
2:42). 

How grateful are you for all that God, Christ and the Holy Spirit have done so that you 
might be saved? Have you demonstrated that love by obeying the gospel? Remember, 
Jesus said: 

"If you love me, keep my commandments: (Jno. 14:15). "Not everyone that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matt.7:21).  

The "will of God" is for all accountable people to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God (Jno. 8:24), repent of their sins (Acts 2:38), confess Christ to be the Son of God 
(Matt. 10:32), and to be baptized "for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38).  It is also the "will 
of God" for His children to live the Christ-like life (Matt.6:33; I Cor. 15:58). 

Let us be a thankful people: "Saying, Amen: blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen" (Rev.7:12)! 

  

 
         
 

  
 


