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In the first issue of the revived Spiritual Sword magazine (Oct. 1969), there was an 
article by the late H.A. Dixon entitled "A New Breed Of Preachers." In the second paragraph 
of his introduction, brother Dixon's wrote: 

"The nation of Israel at times forgot her ties with the past, and her need of advice 
and help from those who had fought to keep her from compromising with Baal, 
Ashtoreth, Milcom, or other idols and idolatrous systems of worship. Rejecting 
the admonition of God's prophets, they sought direction from others - direction 
which ended in chaos on numerous occasions." 

As one reflects over "The experiences of Egypt and of Israel. . ." great lessons can be 
derived, if we have an ear to hear truth! For truth and truth alone will make one free 
(Jno.8:32)! I submit to you that without question a "new breed" of elders/preachers have over 
taken the church, for the most part! What is worthy of note is not only what is emphasized, 
but what is glaringly neglected by this "new breed" of elders and preachers among 
conservative brethren. First, there has been a complete shift in boldly proclaiming truth to 
"smooth sayings." Their emphasis is exhorting and not reproving and rebuking (2 Tim.4:2). 
Second, so-called "Youth Ministers" have now become in vogue, if you expect to keep our 
young people. Their once strong denouncing of no biblical authority for "youth ministers" is 
rationalized by twisting scripture. Furthermore, it is my estimation, that this one innovation 
has been one of, if not, the contributing cause of liberalism's rapidly overtaking the church! 
Third, along with the acceptance of "Youth Ministers" recreation, entertainment, and social 
functions has become the "drawing power" of these congregations. Calling for biblical 
authority for these practices is completely ignored. Fourth, no longer are these brethren 
willing to practice biblical church discipline (2 Thess.3:6). Nor do they honor the withdrawal 
of brethren, but with "open arms" welcome them into the fellowship. Fifth, Christ's law of 
marriage, divorce and remarriage (Matt. 19:9) is no longer practiced. Men known 
(documented) for their false positions are used in lectureships, gospel meetings and are on 
editorial staffs. 
Sixth, the Lord's teaching regarding brethren meeting face-to-face and working out 
differences is no longer practiced (Matt.5:23-26; 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1-2; Jas.5:19-20). 
Seventh, no longer are there classes and lessons discussing denominational errors for fear 
of "driving people away!" 
Eighth, silence and quietly "passing the word" that any opposition is from extremist’s 
legalists, antis and radicals. It is interesting to note that these brethren were once viewed in 
the same light. However, now it depends on "whose ox is being gored!" By the way, I am 
anti! Yes, you heard me correctly! I am anti sin! 
Ninth, the Lord's instructions regarding false teachers and those who support them is 
completely ignored (Eph.5:11; 2 John 9-11). To have "no fellowship," to these sweet, irenic 
brethren is interpreted "unless it is our friends or supporters!" Brethren, listen, "no fellowship" 



means no fellowship! Many brethren will answer to God for refusing to withdraw their 
fellowship from false teachers because of friendship, family relations, and personal gain! 

In Galatians 6:7-8, Paul wrote, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." The word 
"mock" carries with it the idea of turning one's nose up, to sneer at or treat with contempt. To 
"mock" God is indeed a very serious matter! This is precisely what the denominational world 
does by adding to and subtracting from God's word (Gal.1:6-9; Rev. 22:18-19). This also 
applies to the "new breed" of elders/preachers who in effect "turn up their nose" at God's 
instructions! 

While "parroting " their strong allegiance to Christ and His church, the "new breed" of 
elders and preachers REFUSE to practice what they preach! One cannot help but be 
reminded of Paul's devastating rebuke to those who considered themselves "an instructor" of 
the law, but were denounced for their hypocrisy in refusing to practice what they preached 
(Rom.2:17-24)! 

Brethren, our allegiance is to Christ and His one and only one glorious church, the church 
of Christ! It is NOT to family, friends, our country, schools, or lectureships! 

In his closing remarks, brother Dixon wrote: "We do not believe that churches will ever be 
any stronger than their members are acquainted with the word of God. . . ." If we expect the 
church to be the church set forth in the New Testament then there must be: 

DISTINCTIVE. .. 
• Preaching (2 Tim.4:1-2)! 
• Worship (John 4:24)! 
• Organization (Eph.1:22-23; I Tim.3)! 
• Evangelism (Mark 16:15-16)! 
• Fellowship (2 John 9-11)! 
• Living (Matt.5:l6; Rom.12:1-2; Col.3:1-15)! 

 
GOD GIVE US MEN 

Give us men who love the Bible, 
And its precepts do obey; 

Give us men who have convictions, 
And are Christians all the way. 
Give us men who follow Jesus; 

Give us men who love their Lord; 
Men with hearts pure and courageous; 

               Men led by God's Eternal Word! (Part of poem Spiritual Sword Lect. 1978, p.27-28) 
 

 
         
 

  
 


