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In  Romans 7:4,  Paul wrote,  "Wherefore,  my, brethren, ye also are become dead to 
the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another even to him who is 
raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God." The law Paul is referring 
to is the law of Moses which was abolished at the cross.  "Blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances  that  was  against us, which  was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to the cross" (Col.2:14).  Therefore, the law did not have dominion over them for it 
no longer existed. As Paul says, "Ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ."   
The relationship they enjoyed as Christians is compared to marriage. "For the husband is 
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of 
the body. Therefore, as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it. . .this is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ 
and the church" (Eph.5:22-25,32). 

There are duties and responsibilities placed upon those who would enter the sacred 
institution of marriage. Being faithful to one's mate includes, but is not limited to, the sexual 
relationship. God's divine arrangement for marriage is clearly set forth in Matthew 19:9. This law 
is one that God had "from the beginning" (Matt. 19:8), and which Christ restored. There are only 
two ways God permits a marriage to be scripturally dissolved: 1) death (Rom. 7:2-3) and 2) 
sexual unfaithfulness of one's mate (Matt. 19:9). Therefore, marriage between two eligible 
people is a life-long contract! 

On the day of Pentecost, when about 3,000 souls were buried with Christ in baptism 
(Rom.6:3-4) in order to receive the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), they were added to the church 
by the Lord (Acts 2:47). Observe, carefully, that their obedience to the gospel did NOT 
produce denominations, for there were none in existence!!! Take away these and simply 
follow the Bible, and denominationalism will go completely out of existence! Oh, what a 
happy and marvelous day that would be!!! 

There was nothing more insulting to God than for His children to turn from Him to idols 
(Deut.29:26-27; Rom.1:18-32). In like manner, there is nothing more insulting to Christ than 
for man to turn from the blood bought church of Christ (Acts 20:28) to human institutions - 
denominations!! Obedience to the gospel means one is married to Christ (Rom.7:4), and as 
one is to be faithful to their earthly marriage vows, so the child of God is to be faithful to Christ 
and His beautiful bride the church! 

A very disturbing practice, that has and is, taking place throughout the world, is for 
members of the Lords' church, the church of Christ, to leave it and join denominations. 
When this takes place, according to the Scriptures, one is committing spiritual adultery! True, 
one does not have to leave the church to commit spiritual adultery; nevertheless, it certainly 



does include this. Why? Because they have left the one true church of Christ, and have 
forsaken her for that which God does not accept as one of His! 

Little, if anything, is being written in bulletins and brotherhood publications pointedly stating 
that one is in spiritual adultery when they leave the church of our Lord and joins a 
denomination. As the late Fred House so ably stated: "We are stewards of God, and because 
many have mishandled the gospel, they have contributed to folks being in spiritual adultery!" 
While we certainly want to preach the truth in love (Eph.4:15), we must not tip-toe around as 
though we are walking on "egg shells" in presenting the truth concerning the New Testament 
church. For one to be ashamed of the Lord's church is to be ashamed of Christ! Then, again, 
much of this departing from the faith is traceable to parents who are not themselves 
converted! We need to be reminded that the, "fierceness and wrath of Almighty God" (Rev. 
19:16) will be unleashed upon any and ". . .all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who hold the truth in unrighteousness" (Rom.1:18). One needs to carefully consider the 
consequences of leaving the Lord's church for a denomination: 

>   They are willfully forsaking the Lord for that which He does not accept! 
>   Every act and deed, done is in vain because they are following the teachings of men! 
>   The effects of leaving the Lord's church are far reaching, e.g. family, friends, etc.!  
>   The vow they took to be faithful to Christ is broken!  
>   The pain they are inflicting upon the body of Christ!  
>   The message they are sending to weak Christians and those outside of Christ!  
>   The message they are sending to God and Christ! 
Bear in mind, God will withdraw His fellowship from any, and all, apostate children (2 

Jno.9-11). Furthermore, it is the obligation of the church to follow in like suit (Eph.5:11; 2 
Thess.3:6), and to publicly withdraw its fellowship from those who leave the Lord's church 
for any denomination. Of course, those who do this are to be worked with before this action is 
taken, in hopes, of course, that they will repent and return to the Lord and His church. 

Let us so love Christ and His beautiful bride, the church, that we will, without shame or 
compromise, proclaim the truth, for it alone will make one free (Jno.8:32)! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


