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Since Jesus said, "Judge not, that ye be not judged" (Matt.7:1) how can anyone 
in light of this passage, pass judgment on other peoples beliefs?" 

Without question, the passage before us (Matt. 7:1) is one of the most misunderstood 
passages in the Bible. It is interesting that those who accuse faithful brethren of judging are 
judging themselves! Actually the Lord is condemning a special kind of judging that being 
harsh and ungodly while ignoring one's own sins. If one will read Matthew 7:1-5 they will see 
this is the case. 

That the Lord is not condemning all judging is clearly seen by reading John 7:24, "Judge 
not according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment." Righteous judgment is 
based on God's Word and not the opinions of man. If Jesus condemned all judging then he 
contradicted Himself (which, of course, He did NOT do) in the same chapter (Matt.7) when 
He said: 
"Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or 
figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire.  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them" (Matt.7:15-20). In addition to this 
self-explanatory passage (Matt. 7:15-20), take careful note of what John wrote: "Beloved, 
believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God" (I Jno.4:1). 

Actually, my friends, God has already passed judgment on all false doctrines and 
teachers in the Bible. When we take what He has said in Scripture, and compare it with the 
doctrines of men, we are making a judgment based on God's word. For an example, Jesus 
said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned" (Mk.16:16). Therefore, if one only believes and has not been baptized he is 
condemned. If not, why not? That "judgment" is based on the evidence that is set forth in 
Scripture. 

The very fact that we are exhorted to "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (I 
Thess.5:21) is further proof that we are to make "righteous judgment" (Jno.7:24). In addition 
to this, Paul wrote concerning the brother who was to be withdrawn from, "For what have I to 
do to judge them also that are without? Do not ye judge them that are within? But them 
that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked 
person"(ICor.5:12-13). 

Brother Darrell Conely said of Matt.7:1, "It is used as a weapon by the worldly, the 
lukewarm, troublemakers, unbelievers, and false teachers in an attempt to disarm faithful 
children of God. . . Let us be careful that we are not guilty of prejudging, self-righteous 
judging, or hypocritical judging, but do not let false teachers and ungodly brethren intimidate 
us from boldly preaching the gospel and steadfastly standing for the truth. Let us "judge 
righteous judgment." (Firm Foundation, December, 1992, pp.1,5-6). 

Remember, the Bible is our standard of judgment! 
 



 

 
         
 

  
 


