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Biblical questions call for a response. That we are compelled to do so is clearly set for by the 
apostle Peter, "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear" (I 
Pet.3:15). Of the large array of questions that are generally asked, we shall confine our study to 
the following: 

"I was sprinkled as a child, does this meet the Lord's requirement for baptism in Mark 16:16; 
Acts 2:38? " 

No. Why is that the case? Because the baptism of the great commission (Matt.28:19-20); Mk. 
16:16) involves water. One such example is found in the conversion of the eunuch in Acts 8:36, 
"And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is 
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?" As for the action of baptism whether it be sprinkling, 
pouring or immersion, the answer is quickly found by looking at the definition of the Greek word 
baptidzo which means "immerse." 

Furthermore, baptism is described in such vivid language that one cannot come to any 
conclusion but immersion. Note Romans 6:3-5, "Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore, we are buried with him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection." If there are any 
lingering doubts regarding baptism being sprinkling, pouring or immersion they are quickly 
cleared up by reading Colossians 2:12, "Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead." 

In addition to this, those who have never reached the age of accountability (infants, etc.) are 
not proper subjects for baptism. All those who were baptized in the book of Acts heard the 
gospel, believed the gospel and from the heart obeyed the gospel. 

"If I were baptized in a denomination such as the Baptist Church, does that meet the Lord's 
requirement for salvation?" 

No. While the Baptist Church does practice immersion, they do not believe that baptism is 
essential for one's soul salvation. Prior to baptism, baptist preachers will ask, "Do you believe 
that God for Christ sake hath pardoned your sins?" Thus, they are confessing they are saved before 
being immersed, which of course, is not scriptural! 

If one says they were scripturally baptized for the remission of sins, and that they had joined 
the Baptist church on the basis of that baptism their baptism would not be valid. Brother A.C. 
Grider wrote an excellent article many years ago on The One Baptism. Regarding 
denominational baptism he wrote: 

"Denominational baptism is any baptism, whether sprinkling, pouring, or immersion, which is 
administered by and upon the authority of a denomination. Mormon baptism is denominational 
baptism because it is administered by the authority of the Mormon Church. Catholic baptism is 
denominational baptism because it is administered by the authority of the Catholic Church. 
ANY baptism done by the authority of a denomination is denominational baptism. Denominational 
baptism is unscriptural and can have nothing to do with salvation..." 



One must understand that the Baptist Church along with ALL denominations are not the body 
of Christ! Nor does the combination of all denominations make up the body of Christ! The body 
of Christ which is the church of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23; Rom. 16:16) was established on the first 
Pentecost following the resurrection of Christ as recorded in Acts 2. The church of Christ was in 
existence long before denominations came into existence. Denominationalism makes the prayer of 
our Lord for unity (Jno. 17:20-21) of the believers invalid. The conclusion, though painful for 
many to accept, is that all denominations stand under the condemnation of Christ and are not a part 
of the body of Christ. 

Remember, one must be properly taught to be scripturally baptized! 
 

 
         
 

  
 


