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Many state they are willing to accept all truth revealed in the Bible.   Yet, when it comes to 
obeying the gospel and becoming a member of the Lord's church, they aren't willing to do that. 
Why? It is not always the case they do not understand the truth.  Rather, the main obstacle they 
must face and conquer concerns loved ones (departed and living) who were not and are not 
members of the Lord's church. They have the idea that if they become a member of the church of 
Christ they are condemning loved ones to hell. What they fail to understand is that we will all stand 
as individuals at the day of judgment. The Bible declares: "So then every one of us shall give account 
of himself to God" (Rom. 14:12). "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 'whether it be good 
or bad" (2Cor.5:10). 

Whether or not my parents, grandparents, children, etc., obeyed the gospel or not is not the 
issue. Everything comes down to whether or not I have obeyed the gospel, and lived in accordance 
to the Word of God! 

It is interesting to note that we do not apply this logic ("If I obey the gospel I am condemning 
my loved ones to hell") to other areas of life, medicine, housing, education, economics, 
geographical areas; yet, when it comes to one's soul salvation many refuse to become a 
Christian! Yes, there are other factors that enter the picture: 1) Being disowned by one's family, 2) 
Having to face ridicule, and others forms of persecution, 3) The loss of close and dear friends. 

Perhaps, the following questions will help keep everything in proper perspective, when it 
comes to obeying the gospel: 

>   Do I love Jesus Christ? 
>   Am I willing to keep His commandments? 
>   Am I willing to put Christ and His church above family and friends?  
>   Am I willing to suffer for the cause of Christ?  
>   If my loved one (especially those deceased) were honest and sincere would they become a 

member of the Lord's church if they came to a knowledge of the truth? 
 >   What if my loved ones were atheist, agnostics, Muslims or Buddhist, would I obey the 

gospel? If the 3,000 Jews on the day of Pentecost had refused to obey the gospel because they 
thought it would condemn loved ones, they would not have obeyed the gospel!    The same 
can be said of Cornelius and his household! 

My friends, it is not a question of, "What must my loved ones do to be saved" but rather 
"what must I do to be saved" (Acts 16:30)? 

Some have made the very foolish statement, "If my loved ones are in hell I want to be there 
with them!" No you don't! Let's reverse this situation to the following: 

If  YOU found yourself in hell would you want 
loved ones to follow you into eternal 
damnation? 

When one carefully studies Luke 16:19-31, they will quickly see that the rich man did not 
want his loved ones to be in hell with him. Listen! There is not going to be a "family get together" 
in hell! Absolutely no one will enjoy seeing loved ones in the "lake of fire" (Rev. 20:14-15) 
that never ends (Mark 9:43-44)! Hell is described as a place of "outer darkness" 



(Matt.25:30) where lost souls will be completely and eternally separated from God and all of the 
saved (Luke 16:26)! 

So, what about my relatives and friends who have not obeyed the gospel? They like you will 
be judged as individuals, as has been already pointed out! In addition to this, sinners are lost 
whether you obey the gospel or not! If you are so interested in relatives and friends souls then 
you need to obey the gospel and immediately start trying to convert them to Christ and His glorious 
church! 

When all is said and done, the decision to obey the gospel is yours and yours alone! As you 
seriously think about that question, consider the following lyrics from the song What Will Your 
Answer Be?: "Sadly you'll stand, if you're unprepared, Trembling, you'll fall on your knee; Facing 
the sentence of life or of death, what will that sentence be?. . .Now is the time to prepare my friend, 
Make your soul spotless and free; Washed in the blood of the Crucified one. . . What will your answer 
be? " 

 

 
         
 

  
 


