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One of, if not the greatest, evils perpetuated upon the human race is denominationalism. The 
Lord did NOT promise to build a denomination! He has one and only one church (Matt. 16:18; 
Eph.4:4). That one body, which is the church (Eph. 1:22-23; Col.l:18) was established on the day 
of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2. Man made churches (denominations) and the Lord's church 
are not one and the same! The concept of the Lord's church being a denomination or a sum total 
of denominations is palatability false to the core! Denominationalism violates the pray of our 
Lord for unity of the believers (John 17:20-21) and the plea of the apostle Paul for unity (I Cor. 
1:10). 

It is truly alarming when members of the church get up set when the sinfulness of 
denominationalism is exposed from the pulpit. One of the major reasons the church of our Lord 
is experiencing out right departures from the faith is attributed to a lack of distinctive, bold, 
preaching on the fundamentals of the faith! That which stands at the heart of innovations is whether 
or not the church of Christ is a denomination. Unfortunately, many now accept the false premise 
that the church of Christ is a denomination among denominations. Once this fatal, false doctrine 
becomes the philosophy of a congregation, the Lord's church quickly looses her 
distinctiveness and quickly departs from the faith! 

Without hesitation or apology, we firmly believe, and boldly declare that the church of our 
Lord, the church of Christ is NOT a denomination! The church of Christ does NOT possess any 
characteristics of a denomination! A study of the identifying characteristics of the New 
Testament church reveals the following facts: 

>   Christ purchased the church with His blood (Acts 20:28).  
>   There is one and only one church (Matt. 16:18; Eph.4:4). 
>   All of the saved are in the church (Acts 2:47).  
>   The church and the body of Christ are one and the same (Eph. 1:22-23; Col.l:18).  

        >   The church was established on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). 
>   The only rule of faith and practice for the church is the Bible (2 Tim.3:16-17; I Pet.4:ll; 

Rev. 22:18-19). 
>   The church is to wear a divine name (Acts 12:1; I Cor. 1:2; Rom. 16:16. Names such as 

Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Christian Church, Seventh Day Adventist, etc. are not 
scriptural nomenclatures. 

>   The church is to be organized according to the New Testament pattern: Christ as its 
only head (Eph. 1:22-23), elders (I Tim.3; Titus 1), deacons (I Tim.3:8-13) and evangelist 
(2 Tim.4:l-2). Each congregation is autonomous, that is, self governing. Synods, 
conferences and conventions are without Bible authority. 
>   The church is to worship "in spirit and in truth" (Jno.4:24). The early church observed 
the Lord's Supper on the first day of the week (Acts 2;7), engaged in singing from the 
heart (Eph. 5:19; Col.3:16). No instrumental music was used. There was also the preaching 
of God's word (Acts 2), praying (Rom. 12:12) and giving as one had been prospered (I 
Cor.l6:l-2). 

 > One becomes a Christian by hearing the gospel (Rom. 10:17), believing in Christ as 



God's Son (Jno.8:24), repenting of sins (Lk. 13:3), confessing Christ (Matt. 10:32), and by being 
immersed "for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). The Lord then adds them to the church 
wherein are the saved (Acts 2:47). The Bible does not teach "joining the church of your 
choice," or that one is to be voted into the church, or received into the body of Christ as an 
infant. 
I am happy to tell you that the church of Christ possesses all of these identifying 

characteristics, and is the church of the New Testament! Every diligent student of the Bible knows 
that Paul was not a Baptist, Stephen was not a Methodist nor Peter a Roman Catholic. They were 
simply Christians, members of the body of Christ! If one will do what they did, they will become a 
member of the same church - the church of Christ. "The churches of Christ salute you" (Rom. 16:16). 

 

 
         
 

  
 


