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Jesus said, “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or 
house divided against itself shall not stand” (Matt. 12:25). Of course, one can quickly see the 
application of Matt. 12:25. If the church is divided against itself it shall not be able to stand! 
Satan, no doubt, shutters when he sees God’s people united. The evil one’s objective is to divide 
and destroy as many individuals and congregations as possible. When this takes place 
evangelism and every good and scriptural work comes to a screeching halt! 

Never before in our lifetime have we seen so many camps scattered throughout the 
brotherhood vying for power, pitting brother against brother,   congregation against 
congregation.   Who is to be blamed?  Many will quickly respond, “Extremists are responsible 
for the division that has and is taking place in the Lord's church." There have been times when this 
is true but not always. Those who make this charge are often the very ones that have created the 
division! Now they want to play the role of martyr in an attempt to shift the blame.    This is 
reminiscent of Ahab's false charge to Elijah when Ahab was the real troubler of Israel (I Kings 
18:17-18)!   The facts speak for themselves when brethren refuse to meet with an honest desire 
to do whatever is biblical to setter division!! 

Untold numbers of divisions have occurred through the years, many affecting the entire 
brotherhood. This would include divisions which destroyed the biblical nature of the worship, 
organization, work and mission of the Lord's church, e.g. instrumental music, missionary society, 
church cooperation, benevolence, etc. Other divisions which were of a local nature, instead of 
being settled, were allowed to escalate to the point of dividing the congregation and 
spreading throughout the brotherhood. There have also been divisions over opinions and personal 
squabbles. One should also keep in mind, that which often appears to be the "issue at hand" is 
really not the issue at all. In other words, those involved have "hidden agenda" which they are 
more than 
willing to bring to the attention of the entire brotherhood for whatever reason. Three vehicles that 
are often used to accelerate the fires of division are: 1) Email, 2) Religious publications and 3) 
Lectureships. 

While other scenarios could be given, the fact is whenever a religious civil war takes 
place, the cause of Christ suffers for years! The initial participants involved in creating division 
can easily become self-deceived. Jeremiah wrote, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it" (Jer.l7:9)? The further those who cause division go the harder 
their hearts become as an "adamant stone" (Zech.7:12). If not extremely careful they will reach 
the point like those whom the Lord described, "For this people's heart is waxed gross, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them" (Matt. 13:15). 

Brethren need to give serious consideration to this point before they 
allow pride to stand in their way of repenting!  

Brethren, do we need to be reminded that not only those who teach false doctrine are not in 
fellowship with God, but those who bid "God speed" to false teachers as well (2 John 9-11)?    I 
am fearful, those who are in "powerful positions" to stop any and all divisions in the 



brotherhood have decided certain false doctrines, and false teachers do not fit into the 
category of Eph.5:ll; 2 Jno.9-11 or 2 Thess.3:6!   Really?   Do we now have an ecclesiastical 
board of directors determining "church policy" for the brotherhood? 

Brethren, remember, God hates division (Prov. 6:16-19)! If we do not hate what Almighty 
God hates, then we are an enemy of the Almighty! It is chilling and frightening to realize that the 
evil effects of division live beyond the initial participant’s lifespan! All will give an account to 
God (2 Cor.5:10)! 

Yes, there can be disagreements, strong disagreements, without resorting to the tactics of personal 
attacks which serve only to generate bitterness, envy, uncontrolled anger and pride! Of all the 
people in the world, elders and preachers ought to go to heaven, but many of us are going to 
be greatly shocked when we meet the Lord at judgment! God really does mean what He has said! 
His word is forever settled in heaven (Psa. l19:89). 

As stated in a previous article ( "Lest They Should Be Put Out Of The Synagogue," July 3, 
2011), it is time, yea past time, to call for a "cease fire;" let the "smoke" settle, and search out some 
"wise men" (I Cor.6:5) who will once and for all help put to rest that which divides us! 

What then shall be done? There are many options, five of which are: 1) Make matters of opinion 
matters of doctrine. 2) Set aside doctrinal issues, without any repentance. 3) Refuse to meet 
"face to face" with all major parties involved to biblically settle the matter. 4) Ignore all calls 
for a "cease fire" of the conflict or 5) Be willing to do whatever is biblical to resolve the conflict. 
Those who truly love the Lord and the glorious church of Christ will do whatever is biblically 
necessary to settle any and all divisions! 

A concluding fact: Those who are guilty of dividing the body of Christ will lose their 
immortal soul, unless they repent (Lk. 13:3)! 

 

 
         
 

  
 


