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In identifying the "work of the flesh," Paul includes "adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness" (Gal. 5:19), and concludes, ". . .and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" 
(Gal.5:21). In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul, enunciates the same conclusion regarding 
"fornicators, adulterers, effeminate and abusers of themselves with mankind" (I Cor.6:9). What 
then must one do who finds himself in an adulterous relationship? There is no doubt that the study 
before us is heart wrenching for those who find themselves in such relationships. However, one must 
remember that is NOT the fault of God for He has supplied man with all that is necessary for 
His soul salvation (2 Pet. 1:3). This, of course, includes marriage, divorce and remarriage (Matt.5:32; 
19:9). 

One cannot properly study marriage, divorce and remarriage and conclude that baptism 
washes away an adulterous marriage! If one states to the contrary then he makes salvation based 
on baptism without biblical repentance! Genuine repentance not only demands a change of 
mind, but a change of direction or action as well! In discussing this very question, Hugo 
McCord correctly stated: 

"It does not matter how many divorces and remarriages precede baptism, since baptism washes 
away all sins, say some preachers. True it is that scriptural baptism washes away sins (Acts 22:16), 
but scriptural baptism must be preceded by repentance (Acts 2:38). Repentance has not taken place 
if one keeps on living in adultery after baptism. Baptism is not a magic rite converting adultery into 
holy living. One cannot imagine John the Baptist, demanding fruit worthy of repentance (Matthew 
3:8), telling Herod Antipas if he would be baptized his marriage with Herodias would be approved." 
(Hugo McCord Gospel Advocate, June 26, 1979). 

Some questions are in order for those advocating the view that baptism makes an adulterous 
marriage holy: Could a polygamist continue with five wives after baptism, with God's approval? 
Could an idolater continue in idolatry after baptism, with God's approval? And could one remain in a 
denomination after learning the truth and being baptized, with God's approval? 

In an effort to find a "loop hole," some say that I Cor. 7:20 justifies adulterous marriages staying 
together after baptism. However, one can continue to abide only in a state that is a moral and 
legitimate one! Can a pagan continue to abide with his five wives after baptism? Can two 
homosexuals continue to abide in their "marriage" after baptism? Adulterous relationships are not 
legitimate in God's sight, either before or after baptism!!! 

It is truly mind boggling to read what some brethren teach about repentance. For example, 
Andrew Connally in his debate with Olan Hicks makes the following comments: 

"From the question asked of Olan Hicks, the idea (theory) is set forth, by brother Hicks, that a man 
may put away his mentally ill wife, marry another woman, and stay with her without further sin. He 
said, 'It is possible provided he is forgiven of sins in regard to the first two actions.' He also says a 
man may put away his paralyzed wife, may marry another and may continue in his marriage with 
her without further sin. He says, "On same conditions as question two . . ." (Goebel Music, 
"Divorce and Repentance," Divorce, p.238). 

Then there are those who say there is no Bible example of two people in adultery 



separating at baptism. One could also ask where is the bible example of a drunkard quitting his 
drinking? Because specific examples are not given of every sin repented of, does not mean that 
they continued in their sins! However, Paul mentions those who were (past tense) fornicators, 
idolaters, adulterers, effeminate and abusers of themselves, but were then washed and sanctified (I 
Cor. 6:9-11). Does anyone seriously believe that they continued in those sins after baptism?! 
Beloved, if one genuinely repents, he removes himself from an adulterous relationship! God has 
NOT changed His mind about MDR, and those who teach otherwise will lose their immortal 
soul in hell (Gal.l:6-9; Rev.21:8; 22:18-19)! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


