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"O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. 
Now also when I am old and gray headed, O God, forsake me not; until I have shewed thy strength 
unto this generation...'.' (Psa.71:17-18). 

How long does it take to lose the truth? 

Can it be lost in one generation? If parents fail to teach their children, and churches fail to teach 
members and the world, where shall we be in the next generation? It is possible to lose the truth 
completely in just one short generation!  ' 

This ought to be a sobering fact pressing hard upon the hearts of all sons of the kingdom. It is 
understood we are to teach others so that the gospel may continue generation after generation (2 
Tim.2:2). The Psalmist in the above quotation felt; this responsibility deeply, asking for a chance to 
show God's strength "unto this generation.” The influence of Joshua on succeeding generations is 
seen by noting:   "And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that 
over lived Joshua, and which had known all the works of the Lord, that he had done for Israel.” 
(Joshua 24:31). 

We may well ask ourselves what congregations of the Lord's church are teaching, but it would be 
far better to ask ourselves what parents   are teaching their children! For instance: 

•  Can your children give scriptural evidence of the one true church? 
•  Can your children express conviction that Jesus died for His church, in distinction from 

denominations? 
•  Would your children object to the use of 

instrumental music in the worship for any other reason than they know their parents object 
to its use? 

•  What would your children say to a church offering fellowship to all of the pious unimmersed? 
•  Do your children feel a burden of soul-saving, or do they feel this should be left up to the 

ministers? (professional class!) 
•  Could your children give scriptural arguments as to the Lord's Supper, its design and function, 

as well as the time of its observance? 
• Would your children feel any convictions as to whether a church should engage in fund 

raising pursuits other than free-will giving? 
•  Would your children feel any convictions as to whether the church should do works in the 

community openly secular in their nature? 
•  Would your children be able to state why the church of Christ is not a denomination? 
•  Do your children believe that recreation and entertainment are a part of the Lord's work? 
•  Would your children oppose a congregation of the Lord's church extending fellowship to the 

Christian Church or any denomination? 



While the list can easily be extended, the results clearly sends chills up our spine when we realize 
what will take place if we fail to properly teach our children! 

"Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh shall he find faith on the earth?" (Lk.l8:8). 

Take a long, hard look at your children and ask yourself: "Will they and their children be faithful 
and true to Christ and His one church the church of Christ?" 

How long would it take to lose the truth? 
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