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That unity of all Christians can and must be achieved is evident from the prayer of our Lord in 
John 17:20-21, "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word. That they all be one; as thou, Father, are in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me." By following the divine 
pattern set forth in God's word, the early church was a mighty army for truth as long as they ". . 
were of one heart and of one soul. . ." (Acts 4:32) and ". . .continued stedfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). 

Satan, of course, was very much aware of the unity maintained by the Lord's people, and set 
out through his deceptive ways (I Jno.2:16) to divide the body of Christ. As foretold by our Lord 
(Matt.7:15-16) and the apostles (Acts 20:32; 2 Pet.2:l-2; I Jno.4:l), departures from the faith 
would take place. The matter of who is in fellowship, and how to maintain fellowship has 
been a battle fought in every generation, and the present generation is no exception. The bottom 
line is that when brethren abandon the pattern for unity as set forth in the Bible, division is 
inevitable! When brethren think more highly of men than that which is written (I Cor.4:6) love 
for Christ and His glorious body will be replaced by pride, the praise of men, power and money! 

One of the most treacherous and seductive doctrines to confront the Lord's people is that of so-
called "Unity In Diversity." As brother Goebel Music so ably stated, "It is totally unbiblical, 
completely sectarian and has nothing to do with New Testament Christianity. . .it is eating like a 
gangrene into the roots of church after church. .." (The Spiritual Sword, Vol.12, Oct.1980, p.19). 

Since that article was written (31 years ago), we are now seeing many brethren setting aside 
God's word for what might be termed "the bigger picture for unity." Please explain the 
difference in that and in the unscriptural doctrine of "Unity In Diversity?" Any and all opposition 
to such unscriptural practices is ignored and quickly labeled as coming from a small group of 
"radical" and "extremist" brethren. Another maneuver is to shift the blame to those who are sincerely 
calling for repentance. This is reminiscent of I Kings 18:17, "And it came to pass, when Ahab 
saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" To which Elijah replied, 
"And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have 
forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim" (I Kings 18:18). If 
this doesn't stop the opposition, then the "Big Gun" of threating to mark and withdraw 
fellowship is quickly launched. Brethren need to be reminded that we are to "love one another 
with a pure heart fervently” (I Pet. 1:22). Personal attacks and "evil surmising" do not exemplify 
the "golden rule" (Matt.7:12)! Furthermore, teachers of the word "shall receive the heaverier 
judgment" (Jas.3:l). If teachers of the word are not willing to sit down and work out their 
differences in a Christ-like, biblical manner, then they have no business teaching (Rom. 2:19-24)! 

Friends, absolutely no one, including editors, directors of schools of preaching, college presidents, 
directors of lectureships, elders, preachers, etc. has the authority to set aside God's divine pattern for 
unity!  Exempting brethren from being marked and withdrawn from   (Eph.5:ll; 2 Jno.9-11) 
because of "who" they are and their past accomplishments, is showing respect of persons, which is a 
sin (Jas.2:9)! It is truly the height of arrogance for certain brethren to decide what is and what is not a 
fellowship issue! It is certainly understood that any and all disagreements do not have to be raised 



to the level of disrupting fellowship.   However, when it comes to matters of doctrine, God has 
already settled the matter (Psa.l 19:89), and our responsibility is to follow His instructions! 

The consequences of division among brethren are indeed far reaching both in this life and in 
the world to come! 

•  Makes Christ's prayer for unity meaningless. 
•  Creates skepticism. 
•  We become a laughing stock to the world. 
•  Promotes division. 
•  Causes weak brethren to stumble and many to fall away from the faith. 
Let us do whatever is biblical to maintain "the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph.4:3)! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


