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When one obeys the gospel, the Lord adds them to His called out, the church (Acts 2:47). Having 
become a child of God, one's name is recorded "in the book of life" (Phil. 4:3-4). How children of 
God conduct themselves is noted by the all seeing eye of the Almighty. "The eyes of the Lord 
are in every place, behold (keeping watch upon ASV) the evil and the good" (Prov.l5:3). All 
will stand before God and give an account of their life (2 Cor.5:10; I Cor.4:5). Numerous examples 
of brethren who departed from the Lord are given in scripture. The Lord's roll call of those who 
no longer walked with Christ, but returned to the world consist of: 

• Ananias and Sappira who lied about the money they had given to the Lord which resulted in 
their being struck dead (Acts 5:1-11). 

• Jewish Christians who had "fallen from grace" (Gal.5:4). 
     • Hymeneus and Alexander who make shipwreck of the faith whom Paul "delivered unto   

Satan, that they may learn not to baspheme" (I Tim.l:19-20). 
 • Phygellus and Hermogenes who turned away from Paul (2Tim.l:15). 

    • Hymeneus and Philetus were condemned for teaching "that the resurrection is past already; 
and overthrown the faith of some" (2 Tim.2:17-18). 

    • Those who "crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame" 
(Heb. 6:1-6). 

    • Diotrephes "who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.   
Wherefore, If I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with 
malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doeth he himself receive the brethren, 
and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church" (3 John 9-11).  

These examples, like those cited in I Corinthians 10:1-12, are given "for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall" (I Cor. 10:11-12). 

The danger of turning back and no longer walking with the Lord is not only a warning for 
individual Christians, but congregations as well! John wrote to the seven churches of Asia 
(Rev.2-3). Of the seven only two were not reprimanded by the Lord - Smyrna and Philadelphia. 
That the five remaining congregations were in danger of losing their soul is very evident, when 
one reads, "Remember therefore from whence thou are fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, 
except thou repent" (Rev.2:5). Lest we forget, Paul warned the elders at Ephesus, "For I know 
this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also 
of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them" 
(Acts 20:29-30). It is indeed sobering to realize elders will give an account of how they shepherd 
the flock (Heb.l3:17)! 

Always keep in mind, departures from the Lord both for individuals as well as congregations 
are usually a slow, steady drifting or slipping away, as pointed out by the Hebrew writer 
(Heb.2:l). Warnings are given throughout the Bible, lest we depart from the Lord. Beloved, 
God wants every accountable person to obey the gospel. "For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 



the truth" (I Tim.2:3-4). He has supplied us with all we need in the Bible to keep us on the road to 
eternal life (2 Pet. 1:3). Whether we remain on the path of right is our choice (Rom.6:16). 
Determine in your heart that you will not allow anyone or anything to keep you from serving the 
Lord! Do all within your power, with the help of the Lord, to save both yourself, your family and as 
many as possible! 

Remember, God is keeping a record of how we live (Rev.20:12-15). Let us "take heed" 
(Heb.3:12) lest we be among those who no longer walked "in the light" (I John 1:7)! 

 

 
         
 

  
 


