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Our Lord forever destroyed the false doctrine that all of mankind will be saved eternally when 
he said:  

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be which go in thereat.” 
(Matt.7:13-14). 

Those who advocate their belief in the Bible being the inspired word of God (2 Tim.3:16-17); 
supplying mankind with all that is needed for his salvation (2 Pet. 1:3) must believe all that the 
Scriptures teach on any and all subjects. That being the case, one must accept those whom the 
Lord said will be lost in hell. Who are they? 

• The devil and his angels (Matt.25:41). 
• All who live ungodly (I Cor.6:9-10; Gal.5:19-21; Rev.21:8). 
• All who have not obeyed the gospel (2 Thess. 1:7-9). 
• Lukewarm members of the church (Rev.3:15-16). 
• Those who preach "another gospel" (Gal. 1:6-9). 
• Unprofitable servants of the Lord (Matt.25:24-30). 
• Religious people (Matt.7:21-23). 
• Those who sow discord and divide the body of Christ (Rom.l6-18; 2 Tim.3:1-5; 2 Jno.9-

11; 3Jno.9-ll). 
The greatest commentary on lost religious people is the Bible. Not only does the Bible identify 

those who will be lost, it also tells us why they will be lost. Among that number will be: 
THE PHARISEES IN MATTHEW 23 

The Pharisees believed in the resurrection (Acts 23:8) and were supposed to be leading the 
Jews to God, but instead they were hypocrites. From all outward appearance they seemed to be 
very religious. They prayed, fasted, gave tithes, and went through all the rituals (Matt.23:23). 
Why? Because their heart was far from God! While man looked on the outward man God looked 
within their heart and saw that they were full of iniquity (Matt.23:28). Our Lord severely 
denounced them for their arrogance and hypocrisy in Matthew 23. No question about it they 
were very religious, but religiously lost! 

JEWS AT PENTECOST (ACTS 2) 
According to the law of Moses, devout Jews were required to go to Jerusalem three times a 

year (Ex. 23:14-17). The day of Pentecost was one of those three times. As the apostles began 
to preach as they were directed by the Holy Spirit (Lk.24:46-49; Acts 1:8), they proved from 
Scripture that the one the Jews had crucified was indeed the Messiah, the Son of God (Acts 2:29-
36). Upon hearing this they were "pricked in their heart" and wanted to know "what shall we 
do" (Acts 2:37)? To which Peter said, "Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 
2:38). The results was about 3,000 obeyed the gospel and the Lord added them to the church (Acts 
2:41, 47). 

SAUL OF TARSUS (ACTS 9;22;26) 
 Here is a man that was very religious whose devotion to God could not be questioned 



(Phil.3:4-6). No matter how difficult the task, he was willing to do everything within his power 
to destroy the cause of Christ. Never did he have a quiver of conscience in persecuting Christ and 
His church but "lived in all good conscience before God until this day" (Acts 23:1). As 
religiously sincere and devoted as he was, Saul was lost in sin! The Lord did NOT appear to 
Saul on the road to save him, but to qualify him to become an apostle (Acts 26:16-18). He was 
told to go into Damascus and there he would be told what to do to be saved (Acts 9:6). For three 
days he was without sight, nor did he eat or drink anything. When Ananias went to Saul he 
gave him the answer to the question he had asked the Lord (Acts 9:6), "And now, why tarriest 
thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 
22:16).  

THE EUNUCH (ACTS 8:25-40) 
The first scene pictured of the Eunuch is "a man of Ethiopia an eunuch of great authority 

under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and come to 
Jerusalem for to worship" (Acts 8:27). The fact that this man had traveled over 750 miles one 
way shows that he was a devout worshiper of God. The next scene further demonstrates his 
devotion to God, "Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Isaiah the prophet" (Acts 8:28). 
As Philip approached him he inquired if he understood what he was reading (Acts 8:30). 
Now carefully observe the attitude of the eunuch, "How can I, except some man should guide 
me" (Acts 8:31). He them invites Philip to "come up and sit with him" (Acts 8:31). It was then 
that Philip began at the same passage and preached unto him the gospel (Acts 8:31-35). Upon 
learning of Christ being the Messiah and what he had to do to become a member of the body of 
Christ, he asked, "See here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized" (Act 8:36)? Philip 
immediately said, "If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they 
were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw 
him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing" (Acts 8:37-39). 

All four accounts cited in this article have one thing in common, that being - all were lost and 
were not aware of it! However, whether they were aware of being lost or not they were 
nevertheless lost! After all, every case of conversion involves people, especially devout religious 
people, who were not aware of their lost condition. 

The lesson is clear, we live in a world of deeply devout, religious people who are lost in 
sin, but do not realize their condition. Let us so preach and teach the truth that lost souls will 
realize their condition and obey the glorious gospel of Christ. 

 

 
         
 

  
 


