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   I enjoy sports as well as anyone, especially hunting, and of course, football - "Go Hogs!"   
I have never believed God was interested in sporting activities of any  kind.   For several years, 
God and sports have become center stage in America.  Whether it be football, baseball, 
basketball, soccer, prize fights or cage fighting participants will point heavenly and give the "sign 
of the  cross" thanking God for the victory. A few years ago, a denominational preacher gave 
the invocation at the opening of NASCAR. During his "prayer" he said "We know you (God) 
are a big fan of NASCAR." Really? Many years prior to this, a gospel preacher (now  

deceased) while giving the invocation at a football game, in effect, petitioned God as follows: 
"We've practiced hard for this game and we want You to help us win." The reducing of God to 
a "sports fan" and calling upon the High and Lofty One to "give us a win," trivializes The 
Almighty and betrays a lack of respect and honor due to Him!   Furthermore, such blasphemous 
statements are an attack upon the very nature of God! The fact is, God could care less about 
sports!!!    One British newspaper published a letter to the editor entitled: "Leave me out of your 
petty games - Love, God." While I certainly do not agree with making a statement as if it came 
directly from the Almighty, the point is well taken! While Paul made reference to various 
sporting activities, such as running a race and receiving a prize (I Cor.9:24-26), bodily exercise ((I 
Tim.4:8), or fighting a good fight (2 Tim.4:7), it was always in reference to spiritual matters! 

The craze for worldly activities brought about gymnasiums in the Lord's church. 
Exercise rooms and other worldly activities are offered to meet the needs of the whole man. 
So in tune are many to the world that they will move the evening service to accommodate a 
Super Bowl party! That which is conspicuously absent by proponents of such activities is 
biblical authority (Col. 3:17)! Brethren need to be reminded that recreation and entertainment is 
not a work of the church, but of the home! 

While it is not considered a "sport," winners of the "Miss America" contest are paraded 
as role models in many publications. Last year The Christian Chronicle, which is a vehicle 
promoting the ungodly "unity in diversity" movement, featured on the front page a member of 
the Lord's church that won the "Miss America" contest. A brochure sent out last year by Arms 
of Hope showed a picture of "Miss America" visiting some young ladies at Boles Home. Not 
one word was written condemning immodesty (I Tim.2:9)! So in tune are many members of the 
church with the world that one congregation, several years ago, had a crowning of the King and 
Queen at their home coming! "a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump" (I Cor.5:6)! 

In light of these and other occurrences in the Lord's church, how can any deny that 
worldliness within the Lord's church is plunging many down the path to eternal damnation! The 
Bible plainly declares: "And be not conformed to this world. . ."(Rom.12: 1). How does God 
view worldly Christians and congregations? James pointedly answers that question: "Ye 
adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? 
Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God" (Jas.4:4). Children of God 
are instructed "to keep himself unspotted from the world" (Jas.l:27). Therefore, when a 



congregation becomes worldly in its outlook and practice, they are an enemy of God! All of the 
shouting "Oh, how I love Jesus," and "look at our good works," to the contrary! Furthermore, 
when elders and preachers lead congregations to conform to the world, unless they repent, they will 
soon become, ". ..lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. Having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof: from such turn away" (2 Tim.3:4-5). 

Every generation of the Lord's church is in danger of being engulfed and swept away, thus, 
the need to constantly remind brethren to, "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places" (Eph.6:11-12). 

Love for the world and the things of the world have always been one of Satan's weapons to 
draw away disciples of Christ. Satan who is the "god of this world" is ever working to blind the 
minds of the Lord's people. When this takes places, ". . . the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ. . .(2 Cor.4:4) will not only be hidden, if not careful, extinguished! 

That children of God and even congregations of the Lord's church can go back, return or fall 
from grace is a constant reminder throughout the Bible, e.g. Gal.5:4; 2 Tim.2:18; I Tim.l:19; I 
Tim.4:l; Heb.3:12 -4:1; Heb. 6:4-8. Of course, there are the five churches of Asia that were to 
repent or else (Rev.2-3)! 

John warns the Lord's people to, "Love not the world, nor the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever" (I 
Jno. 2:15-17). We are further reminded to "Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth" (Col.3:2). 

It is time for brethren to once again, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
shew my people their transgression. . ."(Isa.58:1)! A refusal means we will not be "pure from 
the blood of all men" (Acts 20:26)! 

 
 
 

 
         
 

  
 


