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In Deut.29:29, the inspired record declares: "The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: 
but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all 
the words of the law." Of course, this particular verse is having reference to those who lived and 
died under a different law than the "perfect law of liberty" (Jas.l:25), which is "the new 
testament or covenant" of Christ (Heb.9:13-17). However, the principle set forth in Deut.29:29 is 
certainly applicable to those living under the Christian dispensation. Namely, that which God has 
revealed in His word, is not to be added to nor subtracted from (Rev.22:18-19) but believed and 
obeyed. Jesus said, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matt.7:21). 

Since "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17), diligent 
study of the scriptures is necessary, if one is to know truth (2 Tim. 2:15). Jesus made it very 
clear that one can know truth when He said, "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free" (Jno.8:32). To the Ephesians, Paul wrote: "How that by revelation he made known unto 
me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand 
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)" (Eph.3:3-4). As to what constitutes truth, John writes: 
"Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth" (Jno.l7:17). Bear in mind that the 
judgment of God will be according to truth. "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day" 
(Jno. 12:48).  

Of some of Paul's writings, Peter said, there were "some things hard to be understood" (2 
Pet.3:16). In commenting on this verse, brother Guy N. Woods wrote: 

"In each of these were numerous references to the themes Peter had just been discussing. The 
judgment...the resurrection of the dead...heaven, the future abode of the righteous...the end of the 
world and the destruction of the wicked...It is significant that Peter said that in these epistles 
were "some things" hard to be understood. It was not his intention to assert that all of Paul's 
writings were of this nature, but only such as dealt with the themes particularly under 
consideration...The difficulties to which the apostle refers are not such as involve the plan of 
salvation or the duties of the Christian life. On these matters the teaching is clear and explicit, 
simple and plain." (Commentary on Peter, John and Jude, pp. 190-191). 

While there are "some things hard to be understood" the far majority do not fall into this 
category. Take for example, the following passages of scripture which as brother Woods said 
are "clear and explicit, simple and plan:" 

Matt. 19:9 "And I say unto you, whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for 
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put 
away doeth commit adultery." 

Mk.l6:15-16 "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." 

 Lk.l2:15 "Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth." 

John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments."  



Ac.2:38 "...Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins..." 

Rom.6:23 "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 

Eph.5:ll "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 
them." 

Jas.4:4 "...Whosoever therefore is a friend of the world is the enemy of God." 
Then there is Matt.25:14-46; Gal.5:19-21; Eph.:30-32; 2 Thess.l:7-9; 2 Thess.3:6; 2 Jno.9-11, 

etc. It is not that people do not understand these and other passages of scripture, but they 
simple do not believe them! When this takes place, "their desire for right answers diminishes." 
The fact of the matter is, when one rejects truth they reject God (Jno.l2:48; Jas.l:21-25; 
Rev.22:14)! 

 

         
 

  
 


