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 The Christmas season has become so much a part of the American way of life that it is 
impossible for any of us to isolate ourselves from it. Representations of "the Christmas scene" in 
front of church buildings, in store windows and in countless pictures command our attention. Our 
children are taught "the Christmas story" in school, from television and through many songs. The 
result of all of this is that many do not realize that several parts of the "Christmas story" are pure 
fiction, without foundation in historical fact. Today we shall separate fact from fiction concerning 
the birth of Christ. 

IT IS A FACT THAT A MALE CHILD NAMED 
JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDEA 

2000 YEARS AGO! 
Beyond any doubt He is the most influential man in history. Even without the Bible we could 

establish the fact that Jesus lived, by historians Tactitus, Suetonius, Pliny the Younger and Josephus, 
whose writings are available (in part) in English today. 

IT IS A FACT THAT JESUS WAS VIRIGIN BORN 
(Matt. l: 18-25)! 

Witnesses testifying to His birth include Mary, Joseph, Matthew, Luke, Elizabeth, John the 
Baptist, Peter and John. Most of those who consider this untrue on scientific grounds believe that all 
life, plant and animal, both sexes, come from cell, of unknown origin, smaller than that bit of life 
miraculously placed by the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary. 

Mary's actions are not the actions of an adulteress. She went immediately to the house of 
Zacharias, a priest, who would have condemned her for adultery (Luke 1:40). She remained silent at 
the cross when her Son died for claiming to be the Son of no man, but of God. The skeptic must take 
the position that she withheld the truth to save her own life, thus costing her son His life. Shall we 
say "what a woman!" or "what a skeptic!" 

 
IT IS A FACT THAT JESUS WAS BORN IN A STABLE (Luke 2:1-7)! 

The inn keeper turned them away, just as many yet turn Christ away. Archaeological discoveries 
have confirmed the validity of Luke's reference to the census at the time of the birth of Christ. 

IT IS A FACT THAT ANGELS ANNOUNCED THE BIRTH OF JESUS TO 
SHEPHERDS! 

The shepherds were in the field keeping watch over their flock by night (Luke 2:8-14). 

IT IS A FACT THAT WISE MEN CAME FROM THE EAST TO WORSHIP JESUS 
(Matthew 2:1-12)! 

These were evidently priests or philosophers from the Euphrates valley. While they possessed the 
learning of the east, they enjoyed divine guidance in this instance. 

These wise men were Gentiles, but they were the first to pay homage to Jesus. It is still true that 
the Gentile world, rather than the Jewish world, honors the Christ. 



The five FACTS that have been mentioned are the FACTS! However, there are four well known 
teachings that are purely fictional. 

IT IS PURELY FICTION THAT THERE WERE THREE WISE MEN! 
They brought three gifts (gold, frankincense, myrrh), but the number of men is not recorded in 

scripture. The same man could have brought more than one gift, or several men could have brought 
the same gift. 

IT IS PURELY FICTION THAT THE WISE MEN 
CAME TO THE MANGER, AS MOST CHRISTMAS 

SCENES PORTRAY! 
Joseph, Mary and Jesus were living in a house by the time of their visit (Matthew 2:11). The 

family fled by night to Egypt following their visit (Matthew 2:13-14). But Jesus was presented 
publicly at the temple (Luke 2:22) and this could not be done until a male child was 40 days old 
(Leviticus 12). So Jesus was more than 40 days old when the wise men came. 

IT IS PURELY FICTION THAT JESUS WAS BORN ON DECEMBER 25TH. 
The first mention of December 25th as the birthday of Jesus was in 354 A.D., and then there was 

no indication that the day was celebrated in any special way. Encyclopedia Britannica comments: 
(Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of the church and before the 5th century there was no 
general consensus of opinion as to where it should come in the calendar ..." (Art: CHRISTMAS). 

 
IT IF PURELY FICTION THAT CHRIST WANTS 
US TO REMEMBER ANY ONE DAY IN HONOR 

OF HIS BIRTH! 
We do not attach any special religious significance to December 25th.   We honor Christ's death and 

His second birth (from the dead) every first day of the week (Acts 20:7; I Cor. 11:23-30; I Cor. 16:2). 
In view of the above, we do not attach special religious significance to December 25th. We enjoy 

the holiday as we do other national holidays, but our hearts swell with thanksgiving every day of the 
year (not seasonally) that God gave His Son for us. 

 

 
         
 

  
 


