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 It doesn't brother my conscious one iota to pass up the kettle that the Salvation Army has as you 
enter stores. Many feel obligated to give something or be looked upon as being cold and calloused as 
was Scrooge. Unfortunately, many Christians do not know anything about the Salvation Army. They 
think it is on a par with the Lion's Club or some other like organization. The fact is, the Salvation Army 
is a denomination; a man-made organization and not the church of our Lord! 

William Booth was a minister for the New Connection Methodist Church in England. He began 
working in the slums of London's East End. His objective was to combine social functions and 
preaching in meeting the "whole man." Because his followers were not accepted in the Methodist 
Church he organized under the name of the Christian Mission, and in 1878 he changed the name to 
the Salvation Army. 

With the changing of the name, Booth began setting up his organization on a military pattern. 
Mission stations became corps, members were designated as soldiers, evangelists became officers, 
and converts were seekers. Of course, it is not surprising that Booth became the "General of the 
Salvation Army." He reasoned that it was "just as valid to build an army of crusaders to save souls as 
it has been to send armies to recover a sepulcher." (Handbook of Denominations, Frank S. Mead, 
Salvation Army, p.202). 

One can learn of the Salvation Army's statements of doctrine by reading The Salvation Army 
Handbook of Doctrine. Observe the difference in what the Salvation Army teaches and what is 
recorded in the Bible. 

Salvation Army: Refer to themselves as the Salvation Army, a designation not found anywhere in the 
New Testament for the Lord's church! The Bible: Church of Christ (Rom.16:16), church of God (I Cor. 
1:2), etc. 

Salvation Army: Accepts both the Old and New Testament as their rule of faith. The Bible: The Old 
Law was nailed to the cross (Col. 2:14). We now live according to the New Covenant of Christ 
(Gal.3:19-25; Heb.9:12-17). 

Salvation Army: Repentance and faith are the conditions of salvation. 
The Bible: Faith in Christ (Jno.8:24), repentance (Lk. 13:3), confession of Christ (Mat. 10:32) and 
immersion "for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 

Salvation Army: Believes in total depravity and free will. The Bible: Conversion is a process of 
teaching (Acts 2,8,10, etc.). Infants are sinless and not born totally depraved. 

Salvation Army: One must be regenerated by the Holy Spirit - "speaks directly to men." 
The Bible: Every case of conversion ( Acts chapters 2,8,10, etc.) shows that the Holy Spirit works only 
through the Word of God to convict and convert. 

Salvation Army: Total sanctification and holy living. The Bible: Those who become Christians are set 
apart from the world, and are to live holy lives (I Pet.1:16). One does not live a life of perfection, if so, 
why repent (I Jno. 1:7-9; I Jno.2:1)? 

Salvation Army: Eternal life for the righteous and everlasting punishment for the wicked. The 



Bible: True, according to ( Matt. 25:34,41,46 and Rom.3:23). 

Salvation Army: Baptism is not essential to salvation. The Bible: "Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 2:38). Note also Acts 22:16; I Pet.3:21. 

Salvation Army: Use instruments of music in worship. The Bible: The only kind of music authorized 
in New Testament worship is vocal music (Eph.5:19; Col.3:16). 

Salvation Army: Have women preachers as well as men preachers. 
The Bible: Women are forbidden to take dominion over a man (I Cor.14:34; I Tim.2:11-12). 
 
 Salvation Army: Do not observe the Lord's Supper. The Bible: Mat.26:26-29; I Cor. 11:23-30; Acts 
20:7 sets forth that Christ instituted the Lord's Supper and that it is to be weekly observed by the 
saints. 

 
         
 

  
 


