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in sin! Time, distance and the approval or acceptance of relatives and brethren does NOT 
remove the need of repentance! 

Unfortunately, many will overlook, accept and fully embrace those living in co-habitation 
as though they were just "boy friend and girl friend." In so doing they greatly hamper any hope 
of repentance, and if not very careful "give consent" to those living in sin! 

Brethren, repentance is not the "reporting of sins!" When brethren come forward to "report 
and confess, but not repent" they continue in their sins! "What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein" (Rom.6: l-2)? Reporting sins may give one a "warm, fuzzy feeling." There may 
even be a "sigh of relief;" a "feeling better" by having gone forward reporting and confessing 
one's sins. However, let it clearly be understood, that in such cases, no forgiveness has taken 
place! Unless, we are willing to do what God says there will never be forgiveness!!! Repentance is 
not only a change of mind, it is a change of direction. The prodigal son in Luke 15 is a classic 
example of biblical repentance. 

*He realized he was in sin! 
* Determined to do what was right! 
*Confessed and repented of his sins to his Father!  

Be assured, the matters discussed in this article, are done so out of true, genuine love for 
these brethren, and the church! We certainly pray for   ______ that they will repent and once 
again live for Christ (Col.2:20; Col. 3:1-7). Prayers have been and are being offered that these 
brothers will repent. However, there needs to be no more "coming forward" until they are willing to 
do their part by repenting! 
"Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men..” (2 Cor.5:ll). 
(Editor's Note: Since this is a local matter, we have omitted the names of those involved.) 

 

 
         
 

  
 


