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 No, I am not having reference to the military's policy of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell," regarding the 
sexual orientation of an individual. Rather, I am referring to an assortment or array of various 
practices that are being accepted in many congregations throughout the brotherhood. Marriage, 
Divorce and Remarriage. Couples who are living in adulterous marriages are accepted into the 
membership with open arms. This may be due to accepting various false doctrines on the subject of 
MDR. Then there are elders and preachers who believe and teach the truth on said subject, but will 
leave the judging to God. Of course, these in reality do not believe what the Lord has stated (Matt. 
19:9). 

Doctrinal Positions. Instead of elders meeting with those who desire to place membership 
and discussing the doctrinal stance of the congregation, couples are welcomed without knowing 
absolutely anything about their beliefs. 

Educational Program. Of the number that identify or place membership with the 
congregation, many are brought into the teaching program. Because their doctrinal beliefs are not 
known, many congregations are being fed a steady diet of false doctrine. Not only does this include 
teachers, but the use of study books, videos written and produced by Baptist, Nazarene and other 
denominational people being incorporated into the educational program of many congregations. 

Baptism. As long as an individual is "satisfied" with their former baptism they are accepted 
into the membership. This not only includes accepting Baptist on their baptism, but in one place 
even those who were sprinkled. The result is, many congregations are filled with those who have 
never obeyed the gospel. 

False Teachers. It is not surprising for liberal congregations to have a steady parade of false 
teachers to fill their pulpits. Others who consider themselves faithful brethren will accept various 
brethren because of their past reputation. Then again, many conservative brethren will invite a man 
even though they know he holds to one or more liberal positions. Why? Because he is not going to 
teach that here. Really? 

Retreats. One cannot find the practice in scripture of groups taking off for the week-end, 
and refusing to assemble with a near by congregation on the Lord's day. Yes, I have studied 
Matthew 18:20!   It is very apparent advocates of retreats have not studied said passage. If so, then 
they would know that Matthew 18:20 is not discussing Hebrews 10:25. It is true that the Lord 
assembles with His saints on the Lord's day, but this does not justify countermanding the Lord's 
orders to assemble! 

Church Discipline. The teaching of our Lord on church discipline has been completely 
removed from the pulpit and classroom in many congregations. Brethren who live ungodly lives 
ranging from open adultery, fornication, drinking and other sinful practices are never rebuked and 
called upon to repent or they would be withdrawn from. It is very evident, that the refusal to 
withdraw fellowship from the disorderly is a lack of love for them and the Lord's church (Jno.14:15)! 

Youth Ministers. No one has the authority to form a work that Scripture does not justify! 
Youth Minister is a denominational concept; one not found in the New Testament! The ONLY 
"Youth Ministers" authorized in scripture are called parents! Of those congregations who have 
"Youth Ministers" many elders, preachers and parents never ask and are never told what they are 
being taught by word and deed. 

This mind-set of "don't ask, don't tell" is the catalyst that is destroying the distinctive nature of the 



Lord's church in the minds of our brethren! Far too many congregations have become nothing more 
than a country club! Many will criticize those of us who are continually exposing false teachers and 
unauthorized practices. Yes, we are interested in seeing congregations grow, but not at the expense of 
truth! Brethren who are responsible for filling the membership with unconverted and ungodly people 
will be held responsible at the day of judgment! As John wrote, "As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent" (Rev.3:19). Those who have willingly set aside God's truth 
will lose their immortal souls, unless they repent (Gal. l :6-9)! 

 

 
         
 

  
 


