
DO YOU LOVE CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH? 
 

Ivie Powell 

 

 The New Testament church was purchased with the very blood of Jesus Christ (Acts 20:28). 
There is only ONE church (Matt. 16:18; Eph.4:4; Eph. 1:22-23). Without hesitation, I firmly and 
boldly declare that the church of Christ is NOT a denomination! The Lord's church does NOT 
possess any characteristics of a denomination. It is a biblical fact; denominations did NOT exist 
in New Testament times! All who became Christians by following the divine instructions of 
believing in Christ as God's Son (Jno.8:24), repenting of sins (Acts 2:38), confessing Christ as 
God's Son (Matt. 10:32) and being immersed "for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38) were added 
by the Lord to the one church (Acts 2:47) which is the church of Christ! 

Beloved, every diligent student of the Bible knows that Paul was not a Baptist; Stephen was not 
a Methodist nor was Peter a Roman Catholic! You see it takes something more than the Bible or 
less than the Bible to be a member of a denomination! By simply following the Bible one will be 
a member of the SAME church that Peter, Paul, and John were members of - the church of 
Christ (Rom.l6:16)! 

Through the years, the seeds of denominationalism have been planted in the hearts of many 
members of the Lord's church. The terms "reverend," and "pastor" are being heard more and 
more in reference to the preacher. It isn't uncommon to hear members of the church refer to the 
Lord's church as "our denomination." As a matter of fact, the tenets which distinguishes the 
church of Christ from the denominational world have been set aside by many congregations. 
Even the use of the word denomination in a negative sense is "off limits" in many pulpits. When 
and if the preacher does strongly denounce denominationalism, influential brethren (those who have 
money and social standing) rise up and demand that kind of preaching is outdated and unloving. 
Unfortunately, instead of being the kind of elders (Titus 1:9-11) and preachers (2 Tim.4: l-5) 
that God demands, many have abandoned Christ and His church for fear of the brethren! Brethren, 
we need to have a greater fear of God than mere mortal beings! "And fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell" (Matt. 10:28). 

The tidal wave of  liberalism has engulfed the Lord's church. Divine nomenclatures are 
being replaced with The Community Church. The essentiality of  baptism has been toned down 
by accepting those who are satisfied with their denominational baptism, including sprinkling. 
Pentecostal pep rallies, with the raising of hands, clapping, singing of solos and the use of drama 
teams are common place in many apostate groups. Instead of the congregation being a light house for 
dispensing  truth, truth has been "crushed to the ground!" When these factors become the 
mind-set of elders and preachers, it will not be long until instrumental music is no longer 
considered a salvation issue. Those living in adultery will be fully accepted into membership and 
eventually into leadership roles. Culture, not Scripture, will determine the role of women in the 
church (preachers, elders, deacons, song directors, waiting on Lord's Table, etc.). The church 
will be looked upon as a Community Service Organization. The drawing power no longer will be 
the glorious gospel of Christ, God's power unto salvation (Rom.l:16), but recreation and 
entertainment. Even now, many consider these two areas of the home as a work of the church. 
With few exceptions, everything that distinguishes the church of Christ from denominationalism 
will be fully embraced! 

As it is right and necessary for a physician to warn of a dangerous disease, so it is right and 



necessary to warn brethren of departures from the faith (Jude 3)! It is actually a lack of true, 
genuine, love for Christ and His church for brethren to do otherwise (Jno.14:15; Gal.4:16)! Since 
Christ is the head of the church, which is His body (Eph. 1:22-23) to be ashamed of Christ is to 
be ashamed of His church! "Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels" (Mk.8:38). 

Are you ashamed of the church of Christ? "To Christ and the church let us be loyal and true!" 
 

 
         
 

  
 


