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 With far too many brethren, a "pep rally" atmosphere permeates their concept of 
being spiritual. Even the worship service is not off limits. Frequently, I hear of congregations 
who have a past reputation of being sound in the faith, allowing hand-clapping and the 
singing of "Happy Birthday" at baptisms. Recently, when asked about the authority for such 
practices the preacher replied that it was a happy occasion and there was nothing wrong with 
what they did. Notice, please, no Biblical authority (Col.3:17) was cited to support the 
innovations! When the elders were approached about the matter, they did not like it, but could 
find nothing wrong with it Biblically. By the "reasoning" of such brethren whistling, and the 
stomping of feet would be just as acceptable! I am amazed at such outright ignorance of 
God's word, and overt refusal on the part of elders to immediately stop the mouth of the 
gainsayers (Titus 1:9-11)! 

In Philippians 4:9, the inspired Paul wrote, "Those things, which ye have both learned, 
and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you." One 
thing is for certain, brethren who have brought in these innovations did NOT learn, receive, 
hear and see in Paul or other inspired men's writings any Biblical authority for such practices! 
Such practices came from the denominational world and so-called "Youth Ministers" in the 
Lord's church! 

Recently, (September 13, 2010) brother Gary Colley, evangelist for the Getwell church 
of Christ in Memphis, TN wrote the following in their bulletin which needs wide circulation 
throughout the brotherhood. 

 
We have had several questions (from at least two states recently) concerning whether 
hand-clapping, "Praise Teams," singing "Happy Birthday" at baptisms, and singing 
during the Lord's Supper were Biblically right. Basically, they are WRONG because 
we do not have the Lord's permission to practice such (Matt.28:20) any more than we 
have authority to add instrumental music to our singing or buttermilk and corn bread to 
the Lord's table. We are to do all things in the authority of Christ (Col.3:16-17; 2 Jn.9-
11), and again we say these practices do not have Heaven's approval. They are 
introduced by those who have more zeal than knowledge, it seems (Rom.10:1-
2).These are, therefore WRONG for the following reasons: (1) We have no authority 
from Heaven. (2) They produce division and confusion. (3) They do not contribute to 
orderly and decent worship (I Cor.14:40). Can anyone imagine one clapping around 
the cross? Some want to clap when one is baptized into the death of Christ (Rom.6:3-
4). Clapping at a sporting event is in order, but in worship it is out of order! Some want 
to sing while taking the Lord's Supper, when they should be thinking about and 
remembering the death of Christ. They are mixing two items of worship, both of which 
demand, separately, our devoted thinking (Acts 2:42). "Brethren, these things ought 
not so to be."  

Brethren, mark it down, the practices discussed in this article, if continued, opens the 
door to the raising of "holy hands" and dancing in the isles as an expression of Christ living in 
us. That will never happen here, some may say. Bear in mind, that's precisely what brethren 
said about hand-clapping, singing    "Happy Birthday" at baptisms, etc.! Scriptural worship 



involves reverence NOT revelry! 
It's time for elders to stop these worldly practices or else resign! 

"O earth, earth, earth hear the word of the Lord" (Jer.22:29). 
 

 
         
 

  
 


