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 The doctrine of total hereditary depravity teaches that we are born in sin; that we have Adamic 
sin or original sin at birth. So called proof of this position, Psalm 51:5 is adamantly quoted, "Behold, 
I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." However, a closer examination of 
this passage reveals this is not the case! All David is stating is that the world into which he was 
conceived and carried was laden with iniquity, not that he was born a sinner. Since the Bible does not 
contradict itself, proponents of inheriting sin are faced with two passages that prove their position is 
positively wrong.  

"The soul that sinneth, it shall die, The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father: 
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: The righteousness of the righteous 
shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him" (Ezek.l8:29). 
Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was 
found in thee"(Ezek.28:15). 

Question: When is iniquity to be found in one? Answer: When they (the individual) sin, not 
because they inherit sin! Sin is something that one does personally! Of his sins, David said, "For I 
acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I 
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight..."(Psa.51:3-4). Brother Robert R. Taylor's illustration of the 
meaning of Psalm 51:5 forever puts to rest the false doctrine of one being born a sinner! 

 One can be conceived in a potato patch and be born there nine months later, but he 
will not be full of spuds until he eats potatoes!" (Studies in Psalms, p.56).  

Friends, according to the Bible, infants, like the unborn, are safe and will be with God throughout 
eternity! Matthew's inspired account proves this to be the case: 

 Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, And said, Verily I 
say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.. .Suffer little children, and forbid them not to come unto 
me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

(Matt. 18:2-3; 19:14) 
Examine closely the above passages and answer the following question: Did Jesus take a little 

child (according to the doctrine of total hereditary depravity, a sinner), one headed toward eternal 
damnation, and set him in their midst as an example for people to follow into heaven? Certainly not! 
My friend, sin is something that the individual commits, not inherits!"Whosoever committteth sin 
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law" (I John 3:4). 

If as many believe, one is born totally depraved and lost in sin, then what takes place if an infant 
dies? What about the millions upon millions of aborted children? Will the unborn and infants hear the 
following words of Jesus at the day of judgment: 

Then shall he say unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels" (Matt.25:41)?  

Advocates of total hereditary depravity face an insurmountable obstacle when answering these 
questions! According to the Bible, babies are NOT born totally depraved! It is individuals who are 
accountable for their own sins, and from their own free will accept or reject the gospel ( Acts 2:37-
38,47)!  

 



Consider also 2 Corinthians 5:10: 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 

How can the unborn and babies give an account of sins they had not personally committed! 
Remember, Sin is something one commits not inherits (I Jno.3:4)! No, infants, babies and those who 
have never reached the age of accountability will not be lost in hell! Jesus said, "Suffer little children, 
and forbid them not to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt.l9:14). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


