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 We should always keep in mind, that the church has a divine side as well as a human side. 
The divine side, of course, is perfect, whereas the human side, as we are painfully aware, is 
not perfect. With good intentions, many have been so positive about Christianity that they 
have ignored discussing problems that often occur in the Lord's church. As a result of this, 
many are shocked to find many of the same problems in the church that are in the world. 
Preachers, as well as other Christians, need to remember that the Bible is replete with 
warnings (Acts 20:31; I Cor.4:14; I Thes.5:14, etc.). If we fail to warn brethren, we will 
have their blood on our hands (Ezek.33:7-9; Acts 20:20, 26-27)! A matter that is not to be 
treated lightly! 

Bear in mind, human nature has not changed through the centuries. As one turns to the 
Bible he finds the following problems as in the early church: 

•   Lying (Acts 5:11) 
•   Division (I Cor.1:10-17) 
•   Sins that overcame Israel (I Cor. 10:1-13) 
•   False teaching concerning the resurrection of Christ (I Cor. 15) 
•   Peter showing partiality (Gal.2:11-14) 
•   Sisters at odds (Phil.4:2) 
•   Sin of preeminence (3 Jno.9) 

      •   Works of the flesh (Gal.5:19-21)  
Several years ago, a tract entitled A Better World Begins With Me was published, and 

had a sale of 13 million copies. No question about it, if the sentiments of this little tract were 
followed, the world would be a better place. Long before this tract was written, Jesus said, 
"Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: 
for this is the law and the prophets" (Matt. 7:12). This passage has become known as "The 
Golden Rule" in dealing with others. Without question, the practicing of the "Golden Rule" is 
greatly needed within the body of Christ! When brethren treat one another with the "Iron Rule" 
instead of the "Golden Rule" then "bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, malice and evil 
speaking" (Eph. 4:31) will occur! This is preciously the reason the inspired Paul said that 
these things were to:  

"be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ' sake hath forgiven 
you"(Eph.4:31b-32).  

Make no mistake, if these things are not put away, a firestorm will ensue and spread 
throughout the body of Christ! James wrote of how vicious the tongue can be: 

"Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: 
so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and 
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell" (James 3:5-6). 

To the Colossians Paul wrote: "Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one 
another and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of 



perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in 
one body; and be ye thankful" (Col.3:12-15). These inspired words echo the "Golden Rule!" 

Christians need to remember the world and weak brethren are watching how we treat one 
another! May we conduct ourselves, especially when differences occur, that the world will see 
that we love one another (Jno.13:34-35). The Hebrew writer reminds us to, "Follow peace 
with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord' (Heb.12:14). Does the 
"Golden Rule" rule in your heart? 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


