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 When growing up, I heard many sermons on the sin of willfully forsaking the assembly. At the 
close of a great many invitations, many would respond confessing the sin of forsaking the 
assembly and requesting the prayers of the saints and to be restored. Here we are, lo these many 
years, and seldom if ever do brethren hear such messages, along with a number of other doctrinal 
subjects. The abandoning of doctrinal preaching is directly linked to elders and preachers! 
That the world has invaded the Lord's church in far too many places is an undeniable fact! 
When congregations dismiss Sunday evening services for the Super Bowl, and other worldly 
holidays, they demonstrate a lack of spirituality! Furthermore, when preachers state it is legalistic 
to oppose such departures from the faith speaks volumes about them! No one is entitled to 
directly or indirectly preach any doctrine that undermines truth! 

When it comes to willfully forsaking the assembly, it is very evident many brethren do not 
believe it is a sin. How can any sincere Christian think for a moment they are setting their 
"affection on things above, not on things on the earth" (Col.3:2) by willfully forsaking the 
assembly? 

There is no question that the path to complete apostasy deals with our mind set toward God and 
His word!   The Lord gives warning after warning in the book of Hebrews, lest we depart form the 
faith. Hear the word of the Lord,  

"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin" (Heb.3:12-13). 
Brethren will you "hear his voice" as the Lord speaks to us though His inspired word? 
I am told that the word "forsaking" is a present principle, which indicates that the 

meaning is, "do not keep on forsaking the assembling of yourselves."  When one reads Hebrews   
10:25-29, they quickly see the consequences of continually "forsaking the assembling of 
yourselves together!" A commentary on what takes place by continually forsaking the assembly is 
Hebrews 2:1,  

"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at 
any time we should let them slip." [ ASV states, "lest haply we drift away from them."] 
Note, drifting always leads away from God! When children of God willfully forsake the 
assembling of the saints, observe please, what takes place: 

• They demonstrate a rebellious attitude toward God's command to assemble with the saints 
(Heb. 10:25). 

• Fail to partake of the Lord's Supper each Lord's day (I Cor. 11:23-29; Ac.20:7). 
• Disobey the command to give as they have been prospered on the Lord's day (I Cor. 16:1-2). 
• Neglect spiritual development for themselves and their family (2 Pet.3:18). 
• They have not worshiped God "in spirit and in truth" (Jn...4:24). 

    • They have set a poor example which could well lead others, perhaps their own family, to drift 
from the Lord (Matt.5:13-16). 

• Turning their nose up at God's word (Gal.6:7-8). 
• Are merely giving lip service while their heart is far from God (Matt.l5:8). 
• Neglecting valuable lessons taught from God's word (Ac.2:42). 
• Not receiving the strength derived from collectively assembling with the saints (I Cor. 



14:23a, 26b). 
• Failing to stay prepared to meet God (Matt.24:44). 
• Unless they repent and are restored they are well on the road to completing leaving the faith 

(Heb. 10:26-29). 
It is indeed a very serious matter when Christians refuse to assemble with the saints! 

Remember, any sin not repented of will cause one to be lost (Lk.l3:3)! 
 

 
         
 

  
 


