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 Throughout the brotherhood, including this area, brethren lament the fact the Lord's 
church is not growing numerically. Certainly, we welcome brethren who are interested in 
building up the Lord's church and want to identify with a faithful congregation. As 
welcomed as they are, this does not take place of converting lost souls to Christ and His 
glorious church! 

As the late Emmet Smith, President of Crowley's Ridge College often stated: "The 
great commission tho often repeated, hath in our life-time to be repeated!" Why is that 
the case? There are over 6 billion souls living on the earth. While many of us cannot go 
to every place preaching the gospel, we can go to our part of the world! It is still 
amazing and thrills the soul of any lover of lost souls to read of the conversions 
throughout the book of Acts: 

"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto about three thousand souls. . . Praising God, and having favour with 
all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved" (Acts 
2:41,47). 

"Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men 
was about five thousand" (Acts 4:4). 

"And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and 
women" (Acts 5:14) 

"And in those days were the number of the disciples multiplied . . . And the word 
of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly" (Acts 
6:1,7). 

These six examples are not the total number of conversions listed in the book of 
Acts. Others include Acts 9:31 "...were multiplied." Acts 9:42 "...many believed in the 
Lord." Acts 11:21 "...a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord." Acts 14:1 
"...that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed." Acts 16:5 
"...and increased in number daily." Acts 17:4,12 "And some of them believed, and 
consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the 
chief women not a few. . .many of them believed." And in Acts 18:8, Luke records, ". . 
.and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized." 

An often overlooked fact is that the book of Acts does not record all of the acts of the 
apostles. Just like the work of the Lord while He was upon the earth. Concerning this, 
John wrote, "And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they 
should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written. Amen" (Jno.21:25). 

Why is it that the Lord's church has not captured the zeal of the early church in taking 
the gospel to a lost and dying world? Many answers could be cited, no doubt, but to me 
the answer is found in Matthew 6:21, "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also." 



Brethren, please, listen! While I certainly believe in exposing false doctrine, I equally 
believe in evangelism! It is not a matter of choosing one against the other. Both are 
equally important and must be a part of living for Christ. To remain balanced in this 
matter is often difficult. One can become too absorbed in one area to the neglect of the 
other. If all a congregation hears or is interested in hearing is "What is wrong with the 
church," they will soon lose their hearts desire for lost souls! Why? Because they will 
develop greater fear than faith, and soon lose their interest in seeking and saving the 
lost! Remember, a congregation cannot be built up by always tearing it down! 

Back to the title of this article, "Is Your Heart In The Work Of The Lord?" Is it? 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


